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IRAN'S VELAYATI ADDRESSES UN GENEVA CONFERENCE 





GF161700 Tehran IRNA in English 1637 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] Geneva, Feb. 16, IRNA -- Foreign Minister ‘Ali Akbar Velayati Thursday warned 
non-aligned countries to prevent nuclear arms proliferation into the Third World and not 
to allow lackey regimes to turn their homeland into bases for international imperialism. 
The Middle East and Africa, Velayati noted, could not easily accept that deployment of 
cruise missiles in Sicily, with a 2500-km range, was merely for confronting alleged 
threats from the East, especially when some of the domination-seeking leaders did not 
hesitate to confess they considered Persian Gulf strategically important. 


Speaking at the United Nation's disarmament conference here, Velayati stressed that 
deployment of nuclear missiles had various objectives the most important of which was 
confrontation with the uprising of the Third World nations which was threatening with 
an even rising force the imperialist interests. He called on the conference to include 
the issue of conventional arms in its agenda, urging it to take serious measures to con- 
trol the massive influx of these arms to the Third World countries. 


Export of these arms, rather export of war, was continuing to the Third World, Velayati 
remarked, adding that in the war imposed on the Islamic Republic, powers which fed the 
military machine of aggression, top listed by the U.S., the Soviet Union France and 
Britain, would also bear major responsibility. 


Referring to the protests of people in Western and Eastern European countries on the 
deployment of nuclear missiles, the Iranian foreign minister noted that people of the 
world believe that peace would not be maintained through such measures but it would 
rather dissolve in them. 


He reiterated that major part of arms products in the world were not for the purpose of 
preserving the terror balance, or as producers believe for defensive objectives but 
rather for committing aggression against other nations. Right after the outbreak of 
the Iraqi imposed war, superpowers and other Western powers announced that they would 
remain impartial and would refrain from military feeding of the two sides, Velayati 
said. 


Valayati deplored failure of the international body in taking a positive step vis-a-vis 
the Iraqi deployment of chemical weapons against Iranian people, documents of which had 
been presented to the international body. 


In fact, he added, deployment of the chemical and biological bombs against Iran started 
since the outbreak of the imposed war, further saying that in 49 chemical aggressions 
launched on 40 points along the front, 109 people were martyred, and hundreds of others 
injured. 


Velayati emphasised that a number of those injured in Iraqi chemical bomb attacks, had 
been dispatched to Germany for treatment and quoted the Hamburg hospital report on the 
status of the patients who were all suffering from vomiting, severe headache, itching, 
and burns on the skin, further adding that all the injuries were caused by the explosion 
of a rocket. 


He said that the Islamic Republic believed that the stance the conference and other 
related organisations would take vis-a-vis the deployment of chemical weapons against 
the Islamic Republic, would in fact be a proof of the success and efficiency of the 
convention in future. 
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MITTERRAND VISITS LUXEMBOURG, MEETS WITH WERNER 





PM151532 Paris LE MONDE in French 10 Feb 84 p 4 
[Bernard Brigouleix dispatch: "Brief Encounter in Luxembourg") 


[Text] Luxembourg -- "This crisis must be overcome without damage, without too much 
damage, to be more specific, without any damage at all.” This was how Mr Mitterrand 
summed up his hopes as chairman of the European Council following his meeting with 
Luxembourg Prime Minister Pierre Werner, adding: "The building of Europe, if it is to 
succeed and receive popular support, must show that it is a truly historical change 
useful to all countries taking part in it." 


This brief visit to Luxembourg, in the long journey that will take Mr Mitterrand to most 
of the Community member~-states before the end of the month, was necessary for two 
reasons, at least in the head of state's view: First, he was anxious to show that 
France pays equal attention to all its partners, whatever their size. That is 
particularly true in the case of Luxembourg since the Grand Duchy is one of the six 
founding members of Europe, since it has a great deal of experience in the Community 
sphere, and since its capital is also one of the EEC capitals. Second, Mr Mitterrand 
wanted to ensure that his views accord with those of Mr Werner. 


Indeed, on most aspects of the Community dispute he was able to observe that Paris and 
Luxembourg had very similar analyses. The 2-hour meeting he had with the government 
chief at the Chateau de Senningen enabled Mr Werner -- whose “broad-mindedness” was 
praised by Mr Mitterrand -- to ask the French president to explain in particular a 
number of points raised during his "European" speech delivered in The Hague the previous 
day. And it enabled him to confirm Luxembourg's agreement with most of the analyses 

put forward by France on the nature of the EEC crisis and the means of remedying it, 

in particular the need to launch new policies, be it with regard to industry, 


scientific research, the conquest of space, or culture. 


Mr Werner said that he found the exchange of views “extremely instructive," adding that 
the approach adopted by the French Community chairman should make it possible to 
“reconstruct the mosaic" if everyone made some contribution (especially during the 
Council meeting to be held in Brussels 19-20 March). If that is not done, his guest 
for the afternoon added, "each of the European countries, and Europe as a whole, will 
dramatically lose ground compared with the superpowers." At this stage in his European 
thinking and talks, the head of state could not expect more from his brief 

Luxembourg encounter. 














VII. 17 Feb 84 AUSTRIA E l 


PRESIDENT RECEIVES VISITING ITALIAN PREMIER 





AU161001 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in German 16 Feb 84 p 1 


[Excerpt] Austrian President Dr Rudolf Kirchschlaeger yesterday [15 February] received 
Italian Premier Bettino Craxi, who is paying an official visit to Austria. The premier 
was accompanied by, among others, Foreign Minister Giulio Andreotti, and Italian 
Ambassador to Austria Dr Girolamo Nisio. On the Austrian side, the planned talks were 
attended by Cabinet Director Dr Loibl and by Dr Friedrich Froehlichsthal, Austrian 
ambassador to Italy. 


Italian Leaders Comment 
AU161613 Vienna Domestic Service in German 1700 GMT 15 Feb 84 
(Helmut Brandstetter report] 


[Excerpts] Austrian Chancellor Sinowatz and Italian Premier Craxi conferred for more 
than 2 hours in the chancellor's office, first alone and then with their two foreign 

ministers, Andreotti and Lanc. In addition to exchanging views about the international 
situation, the two heads of government particularly discussed the South Tirol problem. 


Craxi stated today after the talks: 


[Begin Craxi recording in Italian fading into German translation] The Italian Govern- 
ment has provided all the information about the situation as it appears to the state. 
There should be no concern about this situation at all. The matter of the administra- 
tive court for Bolzano has been resolved. The formal decision will certainly be adopted 
by the Council of Ministers. [end recording] 


Chancellor Sinowatz said with respect to the South Tirol question: 


[Begin Sinowatz recording] Yes, it was a very good conversation and I am in a position 
to note that the process of implementing the package will continue and that it was quite 
possible to deal with the topical questions in an atmosphere of understanding. [end 
recording] 


The second topic was the problem of communications between Austria and Italy. Craxi 
said that one must also consider digging a tunnel under the Brenner pass. He also 
discussed this with Chancellor Sinowatz. But a heap of techncial and finazcial prob- 
lems have to be overcome before results can be seen. Chancellor Sinowat= stated in this 
respect, more pragzatically, that it is first necessary to solve the existing problems 
concerning customs clearance. 


Chancellor Sinowatz was asked, concerning Lebanon, whether he endorses the Austrian 
involvement if a UN contingent is formed. Sinowatz said: 


[Begin Sinowatz recording] The problem is not yet topical, but it first and foremost 
depends on whether the states concerned and the superpowers so desire it. [end 
record ing } 


Craxi and Sinowatz will meet for another round of talks tomorrow. Coming from Moscow, 
Italian President Pertini made a stopover at Vienna's Schwechat Airport, bringing with 
him Italian Foreign Minister Andreotti, who is conducting talks with Premier Craxi in 
Vienna. PCI Secretary General Enrico Berlinguer was also aboard the same plane. 
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The 87-year-old Italian head of state was received for a short talk at the airport by 
Austrian President Kirchschlaeger, who invited Pertini for a longer official visit. 
The Italian president described to the Austrian radio and television service his 
impressions of the talks he had with the new Kremlin chief, Konstantin Chernenko. 


[Begin Pertini recording in Italian fading into German translation] I have the best 
impression of him. He is a serene, quiet man. The conversation between us proceeded 
in a relaxed atmosphere. We reached great agreement in our talks. Foreign Minister 
Andreotti and I told him that for us preserving peace is the most important thing. 
{end recording] 


On the question of whether he believes that a climate of detente could now arise again 
between the superpowers, Pertini said: 


{Begin Pertini recording] I only can wish for something. I wish that all the 
negotiations are resumed -- the talks interrupted in Stockholm [as heard] -- that the 
discussion continues, because as long as a discussion is under way the nuclear bomb 
keeps silent. [end recording] 


PCI chief Enrico Berlinquer, whose Eurocommunist party has been particularly 
frequently criticized by the Soviet Union, stated that he did not speak with Chernenko 
and that otherwise he hardly knew the new Kremlin chief. About Andropov, Berlinguer 
said that he at least had initiated reforms. To the question of whether these reforms 
would continue now, Berlinger replied: 


(Begin Berlinguer recording in Italian fading into German translation] I do not know. 
But I was assured inmy conversations in Moscow that the work begun would be carried 
on. But it is difficult to make a judgment on this. [end recording] 


Replying to a journalist's question of whether there is any chance for democratization 
in the Soviet Union, Berlinguer said: 


{Begin Berlinguer recording] We shall talk about it in a few months’ time. [end 
record ing } 


{Vienna Television Service in German at 1830 GMT on 15 February carries a Lorenz 
Gallmetzer report on the visit by the Italian leaders, adding the following statement 
by PCI leader Berlinguer in response to a question about a possible favorable 
development in East-West relations: "I hope that there will be changes. But signals 
must also be sent by the other side or else it will not be a genuine dialogue. And 
only such a dialogue can lead to effective arms limitation.")] 


Craxi Press Conference 
AU161931 Rome ANSA in English 1919 GMT 16 Feb 84 


{Text} (ANSA) Vienna Feb 16 -~ The situation in Lebanon was the main topic of conversa- 
tions Italian Prime Minister Bettino Craxi had here today with Austrian officials on 
the second and last day of his official visit. 


At a press conference this afternoon Craxi spoke of the substantial identity of views of 
Italy and Austria on all the issues discussed -- international problems as well as 
bilateral relations. 


Commenting on the situation in Lebanon, Craxi reiterated that Italy favors the replace- 
ment of the multinational peacekeeping force with United Nations troops. 
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"On specific conditions, Italy could be willing to take part in the formation of a new 
international contingent in Lebanon under UN auspices". 


With reference to East-West relations, the Italian official said that there is one 
point which rirmly links the views of the Italian and Austrian Governments and that is 
the absolute urgency to resume the dialogue with the East and not resign oneself to a 
gradual worsening of relations. 


With regards to bilateral relations, Craxi announced a round of upcoming Italo-Austrian 
encounters at the government level to draw up the more important cooperation projects, 
especially in the field of road and railway links. 


Craxi and Austrian Chancellor Fred Sinowatz also promoted a meeting of the two nations’ 
interior ministers and police officials, as well as representatives of neighboring 
France and Switzerland, to join efforts against terrorists and drug dealers. 


In this light Italian Foreign Minister Giulio Andreotti today visited the Vienna-based 
United Nations agency against drugs. He said Italy is one of the biggest contributors 
to efforts to convince certain nations to transform coca leaf plantations for the 
cultivation of harmless crops (durum wheat, fruits, corn etc) 


Further on Press Conference 
AU161254 Vienna Domestic Service in German 1100 GMT 16 Feb 84 


(Helmut Brandstetter report on press conference given by Italian Prime Minister Bettino 
Craxi in Vienna on 16 February] 


[Excerpts] At the beginning of his statements, Craxi praised the good neighborly 
relations between the two countries. During bis talks in Austria, there was agreement 
on international questions, and as for bilateral relations, his visit is to result in 
more concrete cooperation. In the first week of March, Craxi stated, an Italian 
Government delegation is to come to Vienna to discuss a number of issues, with develop- 
ing transpor’ation routes to be given priority. 


The delegation will also discuss the question of the oil pipeline from Trieste to 
Austria. Against the stipulations of the GATT agreement, Austria must pay levies for 
the transit of oil from Trieste to Austria. Craxi said that Chancellor Sinowatz had 
brought this up; he himself had not known about this problem. 


Second, a mixed commission for improving cultural cooperation will be created. And 
Craxi also wants more cooperation between the police in fighting the drug problem. 
Once again the South Tirol issues was discussed, particularly the question of setting 
up the first autonomous administrative court in Bolzano: 


(Begin Craxi recording in Italian fading into German translation] There is no differ- 
ence any more on any point. Already in one of the next government meetings, the court 
will be approved in Italy. [end recording] 
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BELGIUM 


FRG'S KOHL ARRIVES ON 1-DAY VISIT FOR TALKS 





LD161057 Hamburg DPA in German 0834 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] Bonn, 16 Feb (DPA) -- Chancellor Helmut Kohl traveled to Brussels this morning 
on a l-day visit to the Belgian Government. His talks will center on the crisis in 
the European Community and preparations for the EC summit in Brussels in March. 


Kohl will also discuss with the Belgian Government East-West relations following the 
change of leadership in Moscow. Bilateral topics the chancellor will discuss include 
the Belgian Government's intention to scale down its participation in NATO's air 
defense in the Federal Republic. 


Calls for Reagan-Chernenko Summit 
LD162048 Hamburg DPA in German 1721 GMT 16 Feb 84 


{Text} Brussels, 16 Feb (DPA) — During his visit to Washington next month, Federal 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl hopes to persuade U.S. President Ronald Reagan to hoid a summit 
talk with Konstantin Chernenko, the new Soviet party leader. Kohl made this remark at 
a Brussels press conference today when he was asked about his impressions of his talks 
with Chernenko in Moscow. 


Kohl, who is paying a l-day visit to Brussels, described the new Soviet leadership as 
“very cautious." it is now reappraising its relationship with the West following its 
mistaken assessment of the situation over the deployment of new U.S. intermediate-range 
missiles in Europe. 


Kohl said that he had told Chernenko that Soviet Government advisers evidently believed 
too readily the events “in the streets” in the Federal Republic, which reflect the views 
of only a section, “indeed only a small minority," of the population. He emphzsized 
to Chernenko that no pause should be allowed to occur in the East-West negotiations. 


Kohl redeemed his predecessor's pledge to fulfill Germany's obligations to the Western 
alliance, not because he is “missile-happy”" but as a matter of duty. The Soviet leader- 
ship must cope with the analysis of the new situation. He regards it as his duty to 
press for the earliest possible resumption, in Geneva or elsewhere, of the missile 
negotiations, Kohl added. 


Regarding a possible Reagan-Chernenko summit meeting, the chancellor said that both 
were “men who had lived a long time with many ups and downs” and both bear a historical 
responsibility. But a successful summit meeting sust be thoroughly prepared and the 
opportunity must not be used as a “propaganda coup.” 


At his press conference, Chancellor Kohl, who primarily discussed with Belgian Prime 
Minister Wilfried Martens the EC crisis, pleaded for continuing European integration 
after agreement is reached on a reform of the EC. European policy should not consist 

in the heads of government conferring twice a year on surplus milk production, however 
important that topic may be. "The time has come to make a new start,” the chancellor 
said. The EC countries should agree that a return to a free trade zone or even a nation 
state would mean a relapse into the 19th century. "What we need is European integra- 
tion.” Kohl refused to spell out his ideas for the consolidation of Europe. "We sust 
proceed pragmatically," he said. 
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In Kohl's view, the European section of the bridge between furope and the United States 
created by the Atlantic alliance is too weak. "Where is the Eurcpean section in the 
alliance?” the chancellor asked. For that reason, too, the time has come for a new 
start in European integration. As an example for clser cooperation between the 

EEC countries, he mentioned security policy, poli... »m the Middle East and Lebanon, 

as well as East-West relations. 


In his talk with Martens, Kohl dispelled Belgian misgivings that the Federal Republic 
and France might go it alone in Europe. Kohl told the press that he rejected any 
supremacy of the “big” in the EC. The “big” must not displace the “little ones” 

in the Community. That is why he paid his first visit after becoming chancellor to 
Luxembourg, the smallest EC member. 


Kohl, Martens on European Union 
LD162209 Hamburg DPA in German 1909 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] Brussels, 16 Feb (DPA) -- In Brussels today, Feceral Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
called for the creation of a European union after completing a reform of the European 
Community. In his speech at a dinner hosted by Belgian Prime Minister Wilfried Martens 
at the end of the chancellor's l-day visit, Kohl said that it should be made clear that 
all partners feel a long-term commitment to the objective of European union. 


"To create a European union is a question of survival, for the EC cannot endure as an 
economic union without a firm political structure for Europe,” he said. He hinted that 
he was seeking a political institution of the EC countries in addition to the present 
EC institutions (Commission and Council of Ministers). He said: "We must at least 
tackle the creation of a political structure of the nascent European union. In this 
field, too, we will one day need European institutions to help form and articulate 
European positions and statements of policy.” 


Belgian Prime Miuister Martens in his speech also called for a “new and real upsurge 
in Europe.” Belgium, he said, understood the seriousness of the situation. Like the 
Federal Republic, Belgium was profoundly convinced that we must do all we can to 
emerge from the impasse. We must create the conditions for fresh progress in Europe. 
"In this period of fierce challenges, our peoples and the peoples of the Third World 
fail to understand why Europe should lose itself in futile disputes,” he said. 
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MOELLEMANN INTERVIEWED ON STRAUSS VISIT TO SYRIA 





DW170733 Mainz ZDF Television Network in German 2125 GMT 15 Feb 84 


[Interview with Juergen Moellemann, state secretary in the Foreign Ministry, by Trutz 
Becker; date and place not given -- recorded] 


{Text} [Beckert] What does the Foreign Ministry have to say, what do you have 'o say, 
Mr Moellemann, about the latest foreign policy trip by Bavarian Minister Presiderit 
Strauss. 


{[Moellemann}] There is not much to say about it. It is obviously a private visit, 
and we have virtually no information about it or its purpose. Traveling improves 
the mind -- that is all that can be said in this connection. 


[Beckert] Annoyance and resentment can be sensed in what you said. However, let's 
forget about Strauss and come to the point: What role does the Federal Government 
give to Syria in the Middle East peace process? 


[Moellemann}] I do not believe that a peace settlement can be achieved without 

Syria -- not for Lebanon and not for the entire peace process; without Syria there can 
be no settlement of the relations between Israel and its Arab neighbors. The Syrians 
must be incorporated into the negotiating process and their interests must be taken 
into consideration. 


[Beckert] This attitude is quite different from that of the United States, which 
considers the Syrians to be the principal troublemakers in the Middle East peace 
process 2ad who always see the Soviet Union behind then. 


{[Moellemann}] U.S. policy has actually changed and perhaps it will change again in 
the near future and return to its former position. Henry Kissinger once said that 

in his view a settlement could not be achieved without Syria. It did not pay for the 
Syrians to be shunted aside during the decisive stages in the talks on Lebanon. Now 
more than ever it certainly would be reasonable to incorporate them. I think it would 
be unreasonable to always apply the simple pattern of East-West differences to the 
Middle East conflict. The region operates according to its own inherent laws, and 

it also can be said that the Syrians have a very nationalistic way of thinking. They 
want to expand their influence in the region, just as other states do, and in doing 
so they will resort to Soviei help if necessary. The Soviet Union can gain influence 
in the Islamic world only when we make mistakes. 


[Beckert] You indicated that U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East may have to change. 
Do you believe that any German politician could assume a kind of mediating role 
between Syrian and the United States? 


[Moellemann] To begin with, U.S. foreign policy must include Syria in the correct 
factors of an approach to Egypt and Jordan, and we Europeans should render assistance 
through utilizing our contacts with Syria and the other parties to the conflict. I 
do not think there is any call for action by one country. Anyone who saddles himself 
with such a task would overestimate himself. 

[Beckert] Do you believe the Bavarian foreign minister [as heard] also knows this? 
[Moellemann] Inshallah! 


[Program moderator] Inshallah is an Arabic word meaning God willing. 
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Reportage on Strauss Visit 
For reportage on the visit by Bavarian Minister President Franz Josef Strauss to Syria 
and his meeting with Syrian President al-Asad, see the Syria section cf the 17 February 
Middle East and Africa DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 


GDR REMOVES AUTOMATIC FIRING DEVICES ON BORDER 





LD161627 Hamburg DPA in German 1446 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] Bonn, 16 Feb (DPA) -- The GDR hasdismantled the automacic firing devices on the 
border with the Federal Republic for a distance of 53 km, a spokesman of the Federal 
Interior Ministry said in Bonn today in reply to a question. 


Last September, the GDR announced that it would completely remove the SM-70 automatic 
firing devices. At the time they were installed over a total distance of 439.5 in. 
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CHEYSSON: PROSPECTS FOR UN LEBANON FORCES ‘GOOD’ 





AB161320 Paris Diplomatic Information Service in French 1130 GMT 16 Feb 84 


{Interview with External Relations Minister Claude Cheysson on Antenne 2 in Paris on 
15 February} 


[Text] Question: Mr Minister, what do you think are the chances of the United Nations’ 
accepting the French proposal [concsrning Lebanon]? 


Cheysson: We think they are good, if not, we would not have started official negotia- 
tions. Weeks -- I would even say months -- have passed since we started this course. 
The president of the republic recalled this fact last Sunday. Since the outset, we have 
been shocked by the idea of having a force made up of national contingents. Whenever 
the internaticnal community has a responsibility to assume, it has a means, tne United 
Nations. Let it assume its responsibility throuch this means. 1 personally discussed 
this with my colleagues a long time ago. I shoula tell you -- and this is now no 

longer a secret -~- ttat when Mr Gromyko came in Septembex we had advanced discussions 
and nearly reached an agreement when 7 met with him in Stockholm in January. I can say 
the same thing as far as the Americans are concerned. As a matter of fact all of the 
factions in Lebanon now desire a UN force. All without any exception: from the legiti- 
mate president to all of the opposition movements. Therefore, we think that the 

chances are good. 


Question: You have just returned from Moscow. Do you believe that the relaxed Sovict 
attitude is a first gesture of yood will on the part of the new team in the Fremlin? 


Cheysson: Things are not done overnight. The Soviet Union has a constant and very 
deliberate policy that was prepared long in advance. Besides, I havc just told you that 
we had gone very far with the discussions with Mr Gromyko as early as the month of 
January. 


Question: Do you think that the Western countries, and particularly the Americans, will 
accept the Soviet conditions, which are rather harsh? 


Cheysson: I do not like the word conditions. The Soviet proposals contain some 
reasonable elements. For example, the Soviet proposals stated that it would be better 
if there were no American nor Soviet contingent; therefore, the » :ternational force 
should not contain contingents from permanent member-states of the Security Council. 
This was also part of our proposal. For example, if the international force arrives 
there will no longer be a need for the multinational force, which must therefore leave. 
All the rest formed part of the beginning of negotiations. 


Question: But are you prepared to sign a paper -- as the Soviet Union is demanding -- 
a contract, an agreement stating that the Western countries will no longer intervene 


in Lebanon? 


Cheysson: Let us not mix different problems. We are trying to deal with a military 
problem, how we can station a force in Beirut. Political problems are being discussed 
elsewhere. 
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Question: There are, therefore, good chances that UN troops will soon arrive in 
Beirut and the French forces will be withdrawn? 


Cheysson: God willing, as one would say over there. 


MITZERRAND MEETS WITH VISITING NEW ZEALAND PREMIER 





BK160755 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0700 GMT 16 Feb 84 


{[Text}) France has invited New Zealand to send more observers to its nuclear test sites 
in the South Pacific to determine effects on the environment. New Zealand's Prime 
Minister Sir Robert Muldoon announced the move after an hour-long meeting with France's 
President Francois Mitterrand in Paris. 


The meeting also covered New Zealand's commercial ties with the European Economic 
Community. Sir Robert Muldoon said he had told President Mitterrand that New Zealand 
was satisfied France wes moving toward the independence of the Pacific territory of 
New Caledonia in a reasonable fashion. 


PCF’S MARCHAIS MAKES STATEMENT ON ANDROPOV 





PM151640 Paris L*HUMANITE in French 11 Feb 84 p 7 
(Unattributed report: "Georges Marchais: A Man of Dialogue") 


[Text] “It was with deep sorrow that I learned of the death of Yuriy Andropov," PCF 
Secretary General Georges Marchais said yesterday. 


“I had met with him twice. The first time, in November 1982, I realized his open-minded- 
ness, energy, and sense of dialogue. Yuriy Andropov struck me as a man who was avare 

of the great responsibilities that had just been placed on his shoulders as his country's 
leader, and who wanted to encourage social, economic, and democratic reforms in keeping 
with the development of Soviet society and that have begun to be implemented. 


“During that meeting, I was able to observe the degree to which he was attached to the 
maintenance and extension of the relations of solidarity between our two parties, 
based on complete independence, noninterference, and equal rights. 


"I also remember the official meeting that took place between our two parties last July. 
Yuriy Andropov had shown vary acute concern over the increase in international tension 
linked with the escalation of the arms race. He had informed us of his party's desire 
to help eliminate the threats to peace in the world, and we adopted a joint declaration 
calling for action to promote peace, detente, and balanced arms reduction in East and 
West. Our meeting with him had provided him with an opportunity to show his desire 

to see relations of friendship and cooperation develop between France and the Sovie': 
Union. 


"We will remember Yuriy Andropov as a statesman who died too soon, and whose efforts 
for progress in his country's socialist society and to promote peace in Europe and in 
the world will leave their mark on his era. 


"I express my most sincere condolences to Yuriy Andropov's farily, the CPSU Central 
Committee, and the Soviet people." 
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COMMENT ON CHERNENKO SUCCESSION, ANDROPOV DEATH 





LE MONDE on Gromyko Role 
PM161444 Paris LE MONDE in French 15 Feb 84 p 1 
{Editorial: "Mr Gromyko Goes on..."] 


{[Text] A period of observation has begun between Washington and Moscow following 
Yuriy Andrpov's death. In keeping with his new tactics of daily stating that he is 
ready for dialogue with the USSR, Mr Reagan apparently even enviseged for a time 
making the trip to Moscow to attend the funeral cf Brezhnev's successor. Giving way to 
the insistance of some of his advisers, he finally merely sent George Bush, his vice 
president, but he instructed him to inform the Soviet leaders: "We ought to begin 
discussing and negotiating on the problems that currently divide us." 


A little later, a White House communique confirmed the content of that message and 
called on “the new Soviet leaders to work with the United States to lay the foundations 
for greater mutual understanding and constructive cooperation.” In addition, back on 
Wednesday evening the State Department spokesman welcomed the fact that Mr Chernenko 
“advocated settling international disputes by means of negotiation." Indeed, the U.S. 
officials seem to have been struck by the fact that the new general secretary did not 
attack the United States by name in his acceptance speech delivered to the Central 
Committee but preferred to attack “some leaders of the capitalist countries" who "do 
not realize or refuse to realize" the importance of the principle "of peaceful 
coexistence among states with different social systems." 


However, those favorable words should not be interpreted as signs heralding a speedy 
American-Soviet rapprochement. Indeed, at 72 Chernenko can only be regarded as a 
transitional leader; he probably has neither the power nor the inclination to make 

any real change in his country's diplomacy. Since he is not very au fait with foreign 
policy matters, he will probably give Andrey Gromyko a free hand, and he is not 
regarded as a particularly easy interlocutor. The crucial role Mr Gromyko has was 
confirmed by the fact that the foreign minister, who is also deputy prime minister, was 
chosen to eulogize Yuriy Andropov from the Lenin Mausoleum Tuesday morning. 


The U.S. leaders seem to be aware of this since they sent their message “to the new 
Soviet leaders." Explaining this use of plural, the presidential spokesman said that 
this term of address was also used "for other people holding institutional positions 
of authority in the USSR," which is one way of saying that Washington expects the 
establishment of a much more collegial than personal leadership. 


In an interview to a chain of newspapers, Mr Reagan stated, for his part, that Mr 
Chernenko could be capable of getting things moving since he has hitherto not been 
directly involved in running Soviet foreign policy. "We must wait and see what stances 
will be adopted,” the President added, however, and he rejected the idea of a summit 
meeting "to become acquainted," but viewed favorably the idea of a meeting to examine 
essential problems on the agenda. The United States clearly thinks it is up to the 
USSR to “seize the opportunity" of the change of team to "make a gesture." 
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Chernenko ‘Bad' Reputation 
PMi51511 Paris LE MONDE in French 14 Feb 84 p 1 
{Editoriai: "A Bad Image") 


{Text} Just as Yuriy Andropov's installation in Brezhnev's seat 15 months ago was 
interpreted -- perhaps a little over enthusiastically -- as heralding change, a 
tightening of control, and new vigor in Soviet policy, so Konstantin Chernenko's 
appointment to the post of Soviet party leader conjures up a picture of old-fashioned 
attitudes and ultraconservatism, if not a return to an even stricter dogmatism than in 
the previous two reigns. 


This picture is probably an exaggeration too: After all, the individuals who the 
Soviet political machine now and then throw into the limelight at first all look like 
the colorless and bland products of the same anonymous apparatus, like "one robot 
succeeding another,” as the dissidents like to say. It is only after the event, 
sometimes after several years, that somewhat personal traits appear, changes which may 
have a political significance, sometimes real surprises. For instance, Khrushchev 
turned out to be the true reformer, as opposed to Malenkov whose “liberal” reputation 
was nonetheless even more strongly rooted at the beginning than the reputation 
attributed to Yuriy Andropov. 


However, althousi Brezhnev's image was far from being inspiring in 1964 when he replaced 
that high priest of de-Stalinization, Mr Chernenko’s image is frankly bad. That image 
has probably been deliberately blackened over the past 2 years by his opponents, 
especially by Yuriy Andropov's friends, who used the KGB's efficient channels for that 
purpose. It is probably true that until 1982 the man who has just been elected had 

the reputation of being a relatively moderate official, at least according to the few 
diplomats who had plunged into reading his copious works. Nonetheless, since 

November 1982, Mr Chernenko was seen as “the new Suslov,”" the stringent guardian of 
orthodoxy in face of the reformist leanings of his rival in power. In December 1982 he 
wrote an article warning against any abandonment in Afghanistan. In June last year his 
speech to the Central Committee looked like a monument of blind conservatisa. 


In foreign policy Mr Chernenko seems at first sight to be the least capable of all 
Yuriy Andropov's potential successors of introducing a little imagination into a 

stance which the defeat over the Euromissiles set to the point of rigidity. His 
experience in this sphere is modest. He did take part in the signing of the Final 

Act of the 1975 all-European conference in Helsinki, but merely as Brezhnev's 
"factotum."” In recent years he partly supervised the affairs of the international 
communist movement, and attended the PCF congress in Paris in 1982; but the “capitalist" 
world is in fact much more foreign to him than it was to Andropov, who was KGB chief 

for 15 years. 


Nonetheless, we must expect to see in the coming months and perhaps in several years 
the emergence of a collegial leadership rather along the lines of the Brezhnev- 
Kosygin-Podgornyy troika which held the limelight after Khrushchev until around 

1969. Mr Gromyko, the eternal foreign minister, will probably play an important role 
in this new leadership. But that is not a sign that heralds change either. 


L'HUMANITE Hits Chernenko Speculation 
PM161412 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 14 Feb 84 p 1 
[Claude Cabanes editorial: "Reading the Tea Leaves") 


[Text] It would be ungracious to complain about the abundance of commentaries follow- 
ing Konstantin Chernenko's election as CPSU leader: In fact, the reason is that the 
policy adopted in Moscow largely determines how things go in the world. 
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But these commentaries, most of which are hammered home in the form of weighty dogmatic 
lessons whose authors repeat themselves so often that it makes them look senile, have 
more to do with the hazardous business of reading tea leaves than with a spirit of 
responsibility. 


Let us not dwell on the good old tactics of showering praise on the grave of the 
departed the better to blacken the image of his successor. However experience ought 
to have prompted caution: How many "Kremlinologists" who had announced a “prison” 
era with the advent oi: Yuriy Andropov, head of the state security department, were 
proved completely wrong! They now admit that the late leader showed a “liberal,” 
“modern,” and “reforming” will... 


Nonetheless the lucubrations are going from strength to strength. The new CPSU 
general secretary, who headed the Soviet delegation to our last congress in February 
1982 and met with Premier Pierre Mauroy on that occasion, is allegedly the embodiment 
of “revanchism," “old-fashioned attitudes," and “ultraconservatism," It should be 
noted that the same people who are creating these fantastic strategic constructions 
forecast, without fear of inconsistency, “the continued weakening of personal power in 
favor of a collegial leadership,” which implies that “the appointed successor has less 
and less individual importance..." Understand that if you can! 


For our part we have no store of tea leaves in which to read the Soviet Union's future, 
and we are much too jealous of our own independence to interfere in its affairs. We 
stick to the facts. Konstantin Chernenko, who is 72 years old (a little older than the 
French president and a little younger than the U.S. President), said just after his 
election that he intends "to continue and to advance through collective effort the work 
begun under Yuriy Andropov's leadership,” particularly to overcome “the difficulties 
which our country had to face between 1970 and 1980." This does not seem to give the 
slightest confirmation to LE MONDE's editorial which guessed at a “rigorous” preserva- 
tion “of orthodoxy in face of reformist trends." 


In addition, our permanent correspondent in Moscow reminds us that in June 1983 
Konstantin Chernenko presented to his party's Central Committee a report steeped in 

the theme of renewal to overcome the obstacles, inertia, and curbs on the socialist 
system's progress. In it he stated in particular: "As in any social body, there has 
been a struggle between the new and the old in Soviet society. Emancipating trends are 
at work, but also negative trends: corporatism, bureaucratism, and conservatism." 


In his first statement the new Soviet leader also recalled the permanent bases of 
Soviet foreign policy, of which peace is the irreversible goal. "We are not seeking 
military superiority. Wedo not intend to impose our will on others. But we will not 
allow the military balance to be broken." What has been said or written on the Soviet 
Union for the past few days is not innocent. These commentators are hunters shooting 
blindly. 


You have guessed who the target is. 

L'HUMANITE Andropov Eulogy 
PM161455 Paris L*HUMANITE in French 11 Feb 84 p 1 
[Yves Moreau editorial: "15 Months"] 
[Text] Yuriy Andropov had been ill for a long time. However, the announcement of his 
death takes precedence over any other news, even the grave news on Lebanon. This is, 
of course, largely due to the fact that Andropov was leader of one of the world's 


largest countries; however, the policies he himself put forward are largely responsible 
although he only carried out his duties as USSR leader for 15 months. 
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At a domestic level the words, reforms and renewal, were often used in relation to 
Andropov. Indeed, although he strove to combat numerous instances of red tape and of 
tesistance to the necessary changes, his main aim was -- in his own words -- to 

succeed in “combining the advantages of the socialist system with the achievements of the 
scientific and technical revolution." 


This is probably still the priority in the economic sphere not only for the USSR but for 
all the countries which, like it, have liberated themselves from the social iniquities 
of the past and are virtually protected from the harmful effects of the capitalist 
crisis: inflation, poverty, unemployment... 


In these conditions, which now make socialism the only system whose principles are in 
keeping with the full development of productive forces, Andropov had “devoted himself 
to serving and promoting progress in his country,” as the French premier said yesterday. 


Putting an end to something of a wait-and-see policy, calling more on the spirit of 
responsibility and on initiatives by all -- these were certainly major concerns, 
democratic concerns, for Yuriy Andropov. 


At the international level. the continuity of Soviet policy was stressed. And it is 
very true that Andropov continued Brezhnev's policy in that, like the latter, he strove 
both to maintain the balance which would prevent a third world war and to oppose a 
revival of the arms race. 


Unfortunately, it was not up to the USSR to ratify the SALT agreements concluded 
between Washington and Moscow in a previous period. President Reagan's initiatives 
created new tensions in Central America, in the Middle East, and in Europe, where 

the United States has begun to deploy its Pershing missiles. However, in recent months 
the people's movements in favor of disarmament and peace have developed in such a way as 
to be capable of playing an important role in the world situation. 


Under Andropov's leadership, Soviet efforts to preserve the achievements of detente 
contributed in particular to the success of the Madrid meeting and to the opening of 
the Stockholm conference. 


In his last interview the late president expressed the anxieties he felt about the 
increase in military and political tension and the aggravation of the nuclear threat. 
He advocated the opening of dialogue and specified the conditions for its success: 
abandoning “diplomacy of force," equality between partners, and mutual desire for 
practical agreements, with regard to which Andropov made several realistic proposals. 


Thus it is possible to say about Yuriy Andropov what the UN secretary general stated 
in November 1982 when Brezhnev died: "He leaves his people the hope of a lasting peace, 
and the world the challenge of seeing that hope realized." 


This is a challenge which long traditions of friendship and cooperation with the USSR 
urge France to take up. 
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SPADOLINI, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF VISIT BEIRUT 





For Lebanese and Italian reportage on the visit to Beirut by Defense Minister Spadolini 
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, including Spadolini’s meetings with Shaykh Muhammad Mahdi 
Shams ad-Din, deputy chairman of the Supreme Shi'ite Islamic Council, and General 
Franco Angioni, commander of the Italian contingent in the multinational force, and 
Spadolini's Beirut news conference, see the Lebanon sectivi of the 17 February Middle 
East and Africa DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 


POLISH DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER ARRIVES, COMMENTS 





AU160932 Rome ANSA in English 0845 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, Feb 16 — Poland's gross national product has risen, for the first 
time since 1980, by seven percent and inflation, which will hold at between 15 and 

20 percent this year, could be reined in by the government's recent tax measures. 
Economic difficulties remain, however, worsened by the loss of 12.5 billion dollars due 
to Western sanctions. 


This is the economic picture in Poland as described by Deputy Foreign Minister Jozef 
Wiejacz who arrived in Rome Wednesday [15 February] to sign a cultural cooperation- 
protocol with Italy. 


Wiejacz told newsmen that the protocol provides for a three-year extension and enlarge- 
ment of previous cultural agreements which [according to] the Polish official forecast 
will trigger "a more intense development of contacts, exchanges, cultural initiatives 
and cooperation in organizing exhibits and festivals.” 


Wiejacz said that in his talks with Italian Foreign [Ministry] Undersecretary Bruno 
Corti he received “the general impression that Italy is willing to improve relations 
with Poland." 


The Polish official said an improvement in bilateral relations with Western nations 
is of particular importance also to overcome the sanctions “applied to a varying 
degree by different nation." 


CRAXI, CASAROLI TO SIGN CONCORDAT 18 FEB 





LD162242 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 2130 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] Prime Minister Craxi and Foreign Minister Andreotti have returned to Italy from 
Vienna. Tomorrow morning, Craxi will visit the presidential palace and later chair 

a Council of Ministers session, at which time he will present the final draft of the 
new Concordat between Italy and the Holy See. 


On Saturday mroning, 18 February at 1200, at Villa Madama, Prime Minister Craxi and 
Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Casaroli, will sign the new treaty, assisted 
respectively by Foreign Minister Andreotti and the Secretary of the Council for 
Public Affairs of the Church, Monsignor Achille Silvestrini. The Vatican delegation 
and the Italian delegation that conducted the negotiations should also be present, 
together with all still-living former prime ministers who have held office since 
1976, the date when the negotiations began. 


LEBANESE GROUP CLAIMS HUNT SLAYING IN MESSAGE 
AU161517 Rome ANSA in English 1507 GMT 16 Feb 84 





[Text] (ANSA) Beirut, Feb 16 — A group styling itself as the “Lebanese Armed 
Revolutionary Brigades” claimed responsibility here today for last night's slaying of 
American diplomat Leamon Hunt in Rome. 
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According to a hand-written Arabic note delivered to the ANSA office here, the slaying 
of Hunt, director-general of the multinational peacekeeping forces in the Sinai, was 4 
warning to “all Atlantic forces to withdraw from Lebanon and its territorial waters”. 


The reference was to the four-aation peacekeeping force in Beirut, consisting of 
Italian, French, American and British troops. 


All four countries are memebers of the Atlantic alliance, and they all have ships 
cruising off Lebanon's coast to give cover to their forces and as floating offshore 
military bases. 

The full message said: 

“In the name of our great people of the south, of the moutains, of the suburbs of Beirut, 


“In the name of our noble land profaned by the imperialists, the Zionists, and the 
Phalangists, 


“In the name of the victims of the shells of the (American cruiser) New Jersey, 


“A group of our revolutionaries in Rome, the Martyr Nabil Hamdah Command, has carried 
out the death sentence against the American diplomat Hunt, an Atlantic assassin of the 
power which has perpetrated the most vile and atrocious crimes against our people, 4s 
in Asia and in Latin America. 


“We consider this operation as a warning to all the Atlantic forces present on our 
territory and in our territorial waters, for them to withdraw as soon as possible. 


“Otherwise the heads of many men Lebanon from, the Atlantic pact will be cut off inside 
and outside, by the hands of our revolutionary heroes. [sentence as received] 


"Yesterday, it was Charles Ray's turn, today it is Leamon Hunt's and tomsrrow it will 
be someone else's. [quotation marks as received] 


PARATROOPER COMMANDER WOUNDED IN BEIRUT 16 FEB 





AU161947 Rome ANSA in English 1935 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] (ANSA) Beirut, Feb 16 -- The commander of the Italian “Folgore” paratroopers 
in Beirut was wounded by 4 sniper's bullet today, well-informed sources reported. 


The shooting took place near the “Green Line” separating Beirut's Christian and Muslim 
neighborhoods. 


Col Talarico was shot while he was on board a jeep crossing an area where there have 
been continuous clashes between regular troops and Muslim rebels. The Italian officer 
was hit in the foot and was evacuated by helicopter. 


L'UNITA EVALUATES ANDROPOV'S LEADERSHIP 





PM151510 [Editorial Report] Rome L'UNITA in Italian on 11 February 1984 devotes broad 
coverage to the death of Soviet President Yuriy Andropov. A 1,100-word Romano Ledda 
front-page article headlined "No Gray Transition,” describes an Andropov who 
“characterized himself right away by his vigorous and rapid action for reform," and 
asserts that “on one decisive issue, that of missiles and disarmament, the Soviet 
leader proceeded with bold innovations and significant overtures." 
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In a 1,500-word article on pages 1 and 21 headlined “First Phise of Post-Brezhnev 
Period,” Adriano Guerra discusses Andropev’s overall record as Soviet leader, 
proceeding from the observation that “Brezhnev left behind a very onerous legacy” in 
both domestic and foreign polity. Guerra claims that under Andropov “there were i 
positive results on several issues,” citing nis drives on savings, rationalization of 
raw materials supplies, and a new pay policy, and against corruption. Guerra adds 

that “in foreign policy, tco, a new dynamic emerged on the most varied issues." "At 
first,” hesays “Andropov tackled almost every issue with bold initiatives (in the 
quest for a solution for Afghanistan, to start disarmament negotiations, and so forth) 
but, either because of the inadequacy of the actual initiatives or — as is the case 
with the missiles proposals — because of a U.S. stance designed a priori to impose an 
ares race on the USSR come what may, the situation grew worse." Guerra concludes that 
“Andropov should also be remembered for what he did in particular to seek a new rapport 
with the public.” 


Serio Bertolissi, in a 1,000-word article on page 2, headlined “Leadership Changes," 
aruges that “Andropov acted with determination to create a largely renovated leadership 
group, chosen above all on the basis of competence and the actual tasks to be carried 
out.” 


On the same page, a 1,500-word Lape Sestan article, headlined “Innovations in Foreign 
Policy From Euromissiles to China,” concentrates on Andropov's impact on the 
international front. Sestan indicates as early signs of change Andropov's “significant” 
meeting with moderate Arab leaders, “signs of Soviet willingness to seek a compromise 
solution in Afghanistan,” and evidence of willingness to accept “profound compromises” 
on the Euromissiles issue. He adds that “these indications seemed all the more 
encouraging inassuch as they were accompanied by similar signs in domestic policy." 
Sestan notes that “by the end of the summer it was clear that the impetus for change 
was weakening,” citing developments in these three areas. "“Cbviously,” he goes on, 
“in seeking to understand the reasons why the initial signs failed to find a more 
effective and consistent implementation particularly in foreign policy, we cannot 
ignore the U.S. Administration's responsibilities. Reagan's policy,” he says, “with 
its emphasis on the need to weaken the USSR, in fact had a substantial impact on 
reducing the Soviet leader's room to maneuver." 








A 1,500-word Enzo Roggi article headlined “He Stressed ‘Contradiction,’” also on page 2, 
discusses Andropov's role as communist theoretician. Roggi identifies as a parti- 
cularly significant document Andropov's essay on Marx's centenary — “his real program 
manifesto." Roggi singles out as especially “striking™ points “the sudden appeal for 
a realization that the socialist process is still in a historically initial phrase, and 
the brusque return to the concept of ‘contradiction.'” 





Page 3 is devoted to a 3,800-word Giulietto Chiesa article headlined "15 Months for 
an Attempt at Innovation,” discussing Andropov's political career as a whole and 
aspects of his term as general secreatry. Chiesa claims that under Andropov the 
“cult of personality” was replaced by a “cult of modesty,” but that “even if one of 
his plans was to bridge the gap between the government and the governed in Soviet 
society -- and maybe we will never know if this was so — we must conclude that this 
was not achieved, albeit through no fault of his ow.” 
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Chiesa also notes that “the clear-cut initial formulations and diagnoses gave way to 
bland and inconclusive remedies.“ He adds, however, that “it would be profoundly unfair 
to blame Andropov for what he was unable to tackle- Actually his illness decided 

almost everything.” Chiesa suggests that the fact that it took Andropov over a vear to 
introduce his leade,ship changes “shows that more or less silent and concealed opposition 
was not lacking, and will not be lacking to anyone intending to follow in the foot- 
steps that Andropov seemed to want to take." “Perhaps,” Chiesa concludes, “Andropov 
umwillingly marked the end of an era -- chat of detente. Actually this too is a 
paradox, since the succession of overtures and proposals for dialogue, of attempts at 
agreement put forward ‘hrough Soviet initiatives over the 15 months of Andropov's leader- 
ship seemed sincere pr:;cisely because and inasmuch as this reflected a strategy for 

the country's development based on a truce, on the concentration of the country's efforts 
on the transition to the intensive phase that was intended to constitute the culmination 
of what Andropov himself described as the “long phase of developed socialism." 


PCI*S NAPOLITANO DISCUSSES ROLE OF OPPOSITION 





PM151502 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 30 Jan 84 p 4 


[Interview with PCI Directorate member Giorgio Napolitano by Juan Arias in Rome -- date 
not given) 


[Text] Rome -- Giorgio Napolitano, member of the PCI Directorate and his party's lower 
house floor leader, is regardec as the “socialist soul” of the West's largest communist 
party. He has a reputation for moderation, and some aver that Napolitano will 
inevitably play a decisive role in the PCI's future. In a lengthy conversation, 
Napolitano analyzed the PCI's attitude toward the Socialist-led government and explained 
that the Communists “will only gcvern with the DC (Italy's principal party) in the 
event of an emergency.” 


The spiritual heir to Giorgio Amendola's reformis’ communism, he looks benignily on 
theoretician Pietro Ingaro's occasional outberzts to liberalize the ancestral bureaucracy 
of a party as sizeable and compact as the party of Palmiro Togliatti has always been. 


Recently Napolitano made the front page of all the Italian newspapers for having 
written a front-page [actually page 2] article for L*UNITA, the PCI's official organ, 
theorizing about the proper parliamentary role of an opposition party, like the PCI, 
which is also the country’s second largest. The article was interpreted as a cri- 
ticism of the party's secretary general. Napolitano was seen as calling for a softer 
opposition, which would take account of the fact that the present government is the 
first headed by a Socialist. 


In our conversation with the PCI leader, Napolitano denied this interpretation and many 
others recently made of his position within the party, while at the same time lamenting 
the “manipulation of the Communist Party's political stances often made by a certain 
sector of this country's press.” 


Opposition Policy 


Napolitano explained that in his article he never referred to the present government 
headed by Craxi.” I onlywanted to stress," he said, “that the Communist Party's 
opposition policy must not pay any less attention two things, as I said last year, when 
the government was headed by Christian Democrat Amintore Fanfani." 
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These two things are, first, that it must not be forgotten that the Communist Party 

has approved the policy of an alternative to the DC. The national unity policy. consists 
of vorking to create within the country a group of left-wing and lay forces as an alterna- 
tive to the bloc represented by the DC and its possible allies. 


"So," Napolitano continued -- and this is the second point -- “if this really is desired, 
this political line must begin to emerge now in Parliament whenever possible.” 


Napolitano’s criticism of his party is that, in order to secure crumbs of government 
from an opposition stance, it ultimately loses sight of the general strategy of an 
opposition that is not confined merely to opposition in principle, but that puts forward 
proposals at the same time. While in opposition, he said, the Communist Party must at 
the same time submit specific proposals consistent with the established policy of 
reaching a government alternative to the DC involving all the left-wing forces. 


According to the Communist leader, the specific substance of the alternative to the 
DC presented by the country’s vorogressive bloc must be, first, economic policy. and, 
second, foreign policy. 


Furthermore, Napolitano said, the Communist Party must not go along with conducting a 
parliamentary debate in a Parliament that does not work, that needs a through overhaul 
of its structures, and that is now inefficient. For instance, the PCI is now having 

to take part in an interminable 6-month debate on financial legisiation just to wrest 
from the government a few minor advantages for the workers. 


Parliament That Does Not Work 


Napolitano does not consider this consistent with the line of strategy that the PCI 
must begin to pursue in Parliament now, which implies presenting its new image as an 
alternative comprehensible to the public. Having said that, Napolitano deuwied that 
there has been any “change” of course in his party's policy, which, the Communist 
leader said, is still loyal to the line approved by the last congress, which approved 
the left-wing alternative, that is, the alternative to the DC. 


It is not true, therefore, Napolitano said, that Berlinguer is nostalgic about the 
"historical compromise.” What Berlinguer will not relinquish -- and Napolitano stressed 
that he is in complete agreement with the PCI secretary general on this -- is the possi- 
bility of cooperation, within the alternative, with all the country's progressive 
Catholic forces, which are not to be found solely within the DC. 


Criticism of Socialists 


Giorgio Napelitano said that none of his party's official bodies has argued that this 
government headed by Socialist Bettino Craxi is “worse” than previous DC governments 
or the governments headed by Republican Giovanni Spadolini. The Italian Communists’ 
criticism of the Craxi government, Napolitano said, is that in the way the ministers 
were chosen, its government methods, and its economic line, it does not differ from 
its predecessors. 


Hence, Napolitano said, “our opposition.” 


Indeed, the Communist leader stressed, when Craxi has submitted new proposals, such 
as those in connection with the Euromissiles or the Concordat, the PCI has supported 
it generously. Berlinguer also met with Craxi to brief him on his visits to Eastern 
bloc countries and received him when Craxi returned from the United States. 
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It is this line of opposition or convergence with the government expressed “clearly and 
openly, reflecting the policy of an alternative” that Napolitano likes. And, he 
pointed out, it is exactly the opposite of what many newspapers attributed to hin. 


According to the Awendolz-like Communist lesder, the Communist Party's “natural 

ally” in creating an alternative to the MC “must be the Sociaiist "arty." Napolitano 
has very clear ideas about this. That does not mean, he stressed, that we camnot sit 
down with everyone, including the Christian Democrats, to discuss all this country's 
serious and basic problems, such as institutional reform, for instance, or that we 
cannot vote with them in Parliament on a document such as the Concordat with the 
Vatican to guarantee the country a stable religious peace. 


Napolitano added proudly that the Communists have never ceased to cooperate -- even 
forgetting that they have been relegated to eternal opposition -- whenever the country 
has found itself in a serious emergency that posed a threat to the desocratic 

inst itut ions. 


Can it therefore be said that the Communist Party is determined never again to govern 
with the DC and that it could govern only as an alternative to it? Napolitano smiled 
and pointed out that circumstances -- for instance, a situation of very grave 
emergency -- could prompt a reappraisal of his party's present political strategy. 
But only in the event of a very serious situation would the PCI be willing to govern 
with the DC, since the PCI's clear line at present is to create a genuine democratic 
alternative to DC government. 


Serious Moral Crisis 


Asked whether he does not believe that the country is in fact experiencing such a 
serious moral crisis as to justify another national unity government, Napolitano 

replied that in order to resolve the serious moral crisis now afflicting so many 
Italian institutions, the only solution is “a thorough reform of those institutions." 
He added that in order to carry out this reform, the Communists are willing to cooperate 
with all parties. 


Napolitano paused to think, then commented that in fact it is unclear how to tackle 
the problem of improving the functioning of the institutions with a party such as the 
DC which, although it does have some fine individuals as members, has so far failed to 
clarify many obscure points, starting with the famous case of the kidnaped 

Neapolitan DC leader Ciro Cirillo. The politician was kidnapped by the Red Brigades 
and apparently released with the assistance of the Neapolitan Mafia. 
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SOARES WANTS IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH USSR 





LD161213 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 0700 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] Portugal is eager to improve its relations with the Soviet Union. This was 
stated last night by Prime Minister Mario Soares on arrival home after attending 
Yuriy Andropov’s funeral in Moscow: 


[Begin Soares recording] Both our ambassador to Moscow and the Soviet ambassador he’< 
in Lisbon have been briefed by their respective governments on developing our relatiors 
in economic and commercial as well as cultural and political spheres. In this respect, 
this trip was important in that it preceded a scheduled visit to the Soviet Union by 
Portuguese Foreign Minister Jaime Cama, and I had the opportunity to renee the invitation 
to Soviet Foreign Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Andrey Gromyko to visit Portugal. 
{end recording] 


FREEZE ON PLO OFFICE AUTHORIZATION DENIED 








LD161628 Lisbon in Portuguese to Europe 1230 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] The Portuguese Foreign Ministry has denied having issued any statement to the 
effect that the Portuguese Government had decided to freeze its authorization for 

the Palestinian Liberation Organization to open an office in Lisbon. The denial came 
after seven newspapers had published a report on such a freezing, according to a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman. In a press release, the Foreign Ministry states that it formally 
denies that authorized spokesmen comments or press releases were the source of the report 
in question. 


LISBON TALKS WITH MOZAMBIQUE, SOUTH AFRICA END 
MB161550 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1400 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] Reports from the Portuguese capital say that the tripartite talks on the Cahora 
Bassa dam, which involved delegations from Mozambique, Portugal, and South Africa, ended 
yesterday in Lisbon. According to reports from Lisbon, the talks were held in a con- 
structive manner and culminated with the signing of documents agreed upon by the three 
countries. Portuguese Foreign Minister Jaime Gama received separately the delegations 
of Mozambique anc “ours Africa during the evening. The talks lasted for 2 days. The 
Mozambique delegation was headed by Antonio Branco, minister of energy and industry, and 
the South African delegation by Louis Nel, from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. During 
the talks several subjects were examined, namely, an increase of tariffs for power to 
be sold to South Africa, and assistance regarding the management and maintenance of the 
project and the power lines. 


PSP RE I 10N 

PM151556 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in Portuguese 5 Feb 84 p 4 

[Unattributed report: “Socialist Party Reaffirms Commitment to Present Coalition") 
[Text] At ite meeting yesterday, the Portuguese Socialist Party [PSP] National Committee 


“reaffirmed its commitment to strengthening the solidarity of the coalition,” stressing 


also “the importance of remedying and resolving through constructive dialogue” any 
situations in which “the individual t elings of each of its constituent parties arise,” 
according to a final communique. 








— 
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Convened by th: 6 January Standing Committee meeting, the National Comittee met in 
Lisbon yesterday with a three-point agenda: an analysis of the party political situa- 
tion, the ratification of the amendments to the regulations for federation congresses, 
and the approval of the 1984 program of activities and budget. 


The communique released late yesterday evening states that "a lengthy analysis was made 
of the national political situation, following aw introduction trom Secretary General 
Mario Soares dvelling on a draft plan for activity strategy doce™ent {as published] 
entitled ‘Transforming Portuga! Within Political Stability’ which, following exmaination 
by the Political Committee, will be confirmed at a subsequent meeting, together with 


the budget.” 


The Portuguese Socialist Party National Committee notes the party's recent victories in 
the elections of workers’ leaders and for the Coimbra Academic Association; urges from 
all members “active and committed participation in the federation congresses with a 
view to strengthening party unity; and hails the Socialist Youth congress under way in 
Troia, acknowledging “the sense of responsibility with which the PSP parliamentary group 
has acted within the Assembly of the Republic.” 


Examining “the most salient aspects of the government's action, particularly in the 
economic, social, cultural and foreign relations fields,” the PSP National Committee says 
thar this action “has been understood as a genuine national imperative by the vast 
majority of the Portuguese people,” who are aware of the way in which it has neutralied 
“destabilization bids,” particularly in the failed civil service strike. 


The communique ends by reaffirming “the commitment to strengthening the coalition's 
solidarity,” while maintaining and asserting “the PSP's political and ideological 
autonomy.” Since “there seems to be no viable ani consistent alternative to the PSP- 
Social Democratic Party government, and since the cualition is helping responsibly to 
resolve the nation's problems, it deserves the unequivocal and active support of respon- 
sible citizens, of the state bodies, and of the public that identifies with its consti- 
tuent parties.” 


The PSP National Committee meeting was attended by most of its 150 members and chaired 
by Antonio Macedo. 


PCP'S CUNHAL DISCUSSES VISITS TO CUBA, NICARAGUA 
PM161145 Lisbon AVANTE! in Portuguese 2 Feb 84 pp 8-9 (supplement) 


[Unattributed interview with PCP Secretary General Alvaro Cunhal -- date and place not 
given) 


[Text] Question: What was the reason for the PCP delegation's visit to Cuba regarding 
the current international situation? 





Answer: Our party delegation’s visit to Cuba took place at the invitation of Comrade 
Fidel Castro and the Communist Party of Cuba [PCC] Central Committee. Relations 

between our two parties have long been fraternal relations of friendship, cooperation, 
and mutual solidarity. So the visit falls within the normal framework of those relations. 
It is not the first and it certainly will not be the last. 


Question: Does that mean that there is a connection between the visit and the deteriora- 
tion of the situation in Central America and the Caribbean’ 
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Answer: That cannot be said so categorically. The visit could have taken place on 
another occasion. But the deterioration of the situation in Central America has 
undoubtedly made it particularly opportune now. The visit to Cuba made possible a 

broad exchange of information and views concerning the respective countries’ situation, 
the principal problems of the international situation, and relations between the two 
parties. But, of course, Latin America's problems and, more particularly, the dangerous 
situation existing in Central America and the Cari~bean, which stems solely from U.S. 
imperialism's policy of interference, provocation aggression, and war, occupied an 
important place. 


Question: How did the visit to Cuba proceed? Did the PCP delegation have the oppor- 
tunity to come face to face with Cuban reality? What impressions did you gain from the 
visit? 


Answer: We held talks with Fidel Castro and with other PCC leaders, such as Politburo 
members Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, Sergio del Valle, and Hart, alternate members Montane 
and Antonio Perez Herrero, Crombet of the Secretariat, and others. We visited the 
important Niceto Perez agricultural cooperative and the Cubana de Acero factory, where a 
big rally of friendship and solidarity between our two parties and peoples took place. 
We visited an extremely modern hospital in Havana and the magnificent and delightful 
Lenin Park -- a place of rest and recreation. We were able to seek the work of recon- 
struction and preservation of the heritage in Old Havana. We also held a lengthy meet- 
ing with the editorial staff of GRANMA and its editor Comrade Mendoza. We also visited 
Santiago de Cuba, where, in addition to the historical sites, we visited the gigantic 
Celia Sanchez textile combine, now in operation, and were able to have a panoramic but 
direct view of economic development and the respective projects in the city and region. 
As cca be seen, although the visit to Cuba was brief, it was very busy and full. 


Question: What impression did you gain about the Cuban situation? 


Answer: Considerable progress in all fields: in industry, agriculture, and stockrais- 
ing, education and culture, health and sports. The Cuban Government forecast a 1.2-per- 
cent increase in GNP. It reached 5 percent. It is a noteworthy result which far exceeds 
those of the other Latin American countries. From what we were able to learn and see 
directly, a constant improvement in the Cuban people's material and cultural living con- 
ditions is occurring. Moreover, this is obvious to someone who visits Cuba regularly, as 
we do. 


Question: What assessments or conclusions concerning the situation in Central America 
and the Caribbean resulted from the talks? 


Answer: The two parties’ view is clearly expressed in the joint communique, which has 
now been published. The two parties hold the view that the exacerbation of the situa- 
tion in that area and the existing dangers stem from the aggressive policy of U.S. 
imperialism and the Reagan administration and its crazy aim of maintaining the exploita- 
tion of all those peoples and determining their options and their social and political 
systems through interference, aggression, and war. We believe that the peoples’ libera- 
tion struggle in Latin America is uncontainable and irreversible. We expressed our 
active solidarity with the peoples of Nicaragua, El Salvador, and the other peoples of 
Latin America. We examined the threats of direct military aggression by imperialism in 
Central America and the Caribbean. We agreed on the need to resist and defeat imperial- 
ism's criminal aims, and expressed our confidence that this is not only necessary but 
possible. 
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Cuestion: Is Cuba preparing for war? 


Answer: Cuba is living in peace, working in peace, and wants peace. We did not see the 
slightest sign of alarmism. But it is also quite true (and we were able to see this, 
too) that Cuba remains firmly determined to defend against any threat or possible 
aggression its independence, its territorial integrity, and the 

socialism it is building. 


Question: An atmosphere of patriotic elation? 


Answer: That word is not correct. There is unshakeable patriotic firmmess. There is 
the people's heroic disposition accompanying the revolutionaryvanguard's heroism. We 
were able to observe at the same time an extraordinary confidence and calm. 


Question: How do you assess Cuba's role in Latin America, in the revolutionary 
movement, and in international life? 


Answer: Cuba's example exerts extraordinary influence in Latin America and makes an 
important contribution to mankind's liberation struggle. Yet, it is a false accusation 
to assert that Cuba “exports revolution.” The truth is otherwise. The Cuban people 
are staunchly patriotic; they are also devotedly internationalist. We highly esteem 
revolutionary Cuba's internationalist conduct. 


Question: Fidel Castro decorated you with the Plava Giron Order. What does this mean? 
And how do you personally assess it? 


Answer: I felt honored, of course, as the representative of the PCP, to have Fidel and 
Cuba express their esteem in this way for our struggle. 


Question: What did the visit mean for relations between the PCP and the PCC? Were 
agreements signed to that effect? 


Answer: The visit was undoubtedly a new and important step toward the strengthening 
of the relations of friendship and cooperation between the two parties. ‘We completely 
agree in that respect. Anybody who speaks of friendship and cooperation speaks of 
solidarity. And the solidarity is mutual. The PCC has been actively supportive of 
the Portuguese Communists and workers. We are also actively supportive of Cuba's 
Communists and people. It should be emphasized that the friendship existing between 
the two parties is an expression of the friendship between our two peoples. And 

it is also our joint view that, in addition to the friendship and cooperation between 
the two parties and the two peoples, the full-fledged development of relations between 
Portugal andCuba is desirable. 


Question: What can you tell us about the visit to Nicaragua? 


Answer: Our visit, at the invitation of the Sandinist National Liberation Front, 
(FSLN), was extremely interesting. We had lengthy talks with such Sandinist leaders 

as Tomas Borge, Bayardo Arce, and Carlos Nunez, as well as with Foreign Minister 
Father Miguel D'Escoto, and with the most senior leaders of virtually all sectors of 
national life, the FSLN, and cther mass organizations. We received information which 
may be deemed exhaustive on the various aspects of the situation there. We visited the 
now well advanced work on the largest agro-industrial project (the modern and magni- 
ficent Tipitepa-Malacatoya sugar refinery and major social achievements. Everything 
that we saw and heard made a deep impression on us. 
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Question: What opinion did it enable you to form on the Nicaraguan revolution? 


Answer: The Nicaraguan revolution, which ended the hateful Somozist dictatorship and 
exploitation -- an instrument of U.S. imperialism's domination -- was a magnificent 
and heroic liberation struggle and is a historical fact and national reality. 


Question: Certain news media say that the Nicaraguan revolutionaries are communist 
and also assert that they wish to establish a Marxist-Leninist system. 


Answer: The reactionary forces systematically accuse any forces and any people who do 
not bow to reaction of being communist. In fact the FSLN is a revolutionary party, a 
national party, and a democratic party. Its ideology is Sandinism. 


Question: And what is Sandinism? 


Answer: That very question was put by us to an FSLN leader. And he replied: 
"Sandinism is Sandinism." 


Question: And what is Sandinism in your opinion, from what you heard? Can you not 
give a definition? 


Answer: We gained a general idea, perhaps without historical and ideological accuracy. 
Sandinism is the national and heroic affirmation of independent Nicaragua. It is far 
more than a tendency, an ideology, a program, or a political force. Sandinism is 
merged, at least in the current situation, with the Nicaraguan nation freed from 
foreign domination, ready to defend its freedom, and intent on social progress. That 
is how we understand Sandinism. 


Question: So do you not accept that there could be a democratic alternative to the 
FSLN? 


Answer: The FSLN in power is the very guarantee of Nicaragua's independence. We can 
see no other possible alternative in the current situation. 


Question: Does not invoking Sandinism as an orientation mean accepting the establishment 
of a political ideology's monopoly? 


Answer: It is an objective fact that anybody who is opposed to Sandinism and the FSLN 
is opposed to Nicaragua as a free nation and independent state. Someone can be patriotic 
and not be in the FSLN. This is the case with the FSLN's allies. But it does not seem 
to us conceivable in the current situation that a patriot can be opposed to the FSLN. 


Question: You characterize the FSLN as a revolutionary party, but the FSLN belongs to 
the Socialist International. They seem to be two irreconcilable things. 


Answer: The FSLN does in fact belong to the Socialist International. It is an option 
that we respect. For our part, we believe that the Socialist International does not 
act in the world in favor of the peoples’ liberation struggle. We do not know whether 
or not the FSLN has illusions in that respect. We have none in the case of Central 
America, southern Africa, or the Middle East. Moreover, the parties in the Socialist 
International have very different stances toward Nicaragua. There are parties which 
support the Sandinist revolution. This does not seem to us to be the case with 

Mario Soares, who, however, is deputy chairman of the Socialist International. In the 
Socialist International Mario Soares stands on the extreme right. 
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Question: However, he stated some time ago that he was on the side of the Sandinist 
revolution. What he believed is that it should “return to its initial spirit” by 
ensuring a “pluralist” system. 


Answer: This is an expression which we have often heard on reactionary lips in 
Portugal. "To return to the initial spirit of 25 April [1974]" means to dispute the 
revolution's democratic gains and its stance of firm defense of national independence 
against imperialism. The same idea underlies this assessment of the Sandinist 
revolution. 


Question: But is there or is there not apluralist system in Nicaragua? 


Answer: The system existing in Nicaragua is pluralist. When they talk about the need 
for pluralism in Nicaragua, we do not know whether they have the idea that the government 
should allow the organization and the participation in the elections of the Somozist 
guardsmen and of Eden Pastora, whom the Nicaraguans regard as a traitor and whon 

Mario Soares has proclaimed a “hero.” The evolution of the situation in Central 

America will show whether Mario Soares is a friend of Nicaragua or a friend of U.S. 
imperialisn. 


Question: Again about pluralism, a certain section of the press says that there is 
a single party -- the FSLN -- in Nicaragua, and that other parties are not allowed. 


Answer: That does not correspond to reality. The FSLN itself is allied to other 
parties, including the Socialist Party, in a patriotic front. And several reactionary 
opposition parties exist and operate. We saw many parties’ posters. We read the press 
of other parties. We attended a meeting of the State Council at which representatives 
of various parties took part in the discussion of the new law on parties which has 
now been approved. Some arealready beginning the election campaign. 


Question: Does that mean that there is freedom of the press? 


Answer: Yes, there is freedom of the press and even (judging by newspapers which we 
were able to read) abuse of freedom of the press. We read newspapers of reactionary 
parties which in their assertions, their methods, their lies, and their provocations 
yield nothing to the press of the Portuguese reactionary forces. When reading some 
of those newspapers, we seemed to be reading 0 DIARIO or0O SEMANARIO, or rather, to be 
reading what the counterrevolution was writing and propagandizing in 1974 and 1975. 
They attack the Sandinist revolution, the FLSN, and the government along lines which 
are very close to the Portuguese counterrevolution's lines of attack. For instance, 
that the military should leave politics and should not have the right to vote, that 
the Sandinists (who at the head of the people freed the country should not have the 
leadership and command over the Armed Forces, that the government should be composed 
solely of civilians, that the FSLN is responsible for the country's difficulties that 
the reactionary forces themselves cause, that the Sandinist blueprint does not 
correspond to the “real country," and so forth. 


Question: Can it already be foreseen who will win the elections? 


Answer: In our opinion, there is nm doubt that the FSLN, because of its massive 
suppert, will win by a wide margin. As friends of Nicaragua, what worries us is not 
the outcome of these elections but the use which the counterrevolutionary forces could 
make of the campaign and the electoral atmosphere in order to destabilize the political, 
economic, and, if they can, military situation. 
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Moreover, it should not be forgotten that actions by armed counterrevolutionary gangs 
and terrorist raids by air and by sea are continuing. 


Question: So is there a civil war in Nicaragua? 


Answer: No, There are armed counterrevolutionary gangs operating from bases in 
Honduras to che north and from Costa Rica to the south, with che support of cheir 
respective governments and Armed Forces in these countries and of U.S. imperialism, which 
supports and encourages them. We believe what the Sandinist leaders told us: If the 
external activity — more specifically, the direct U.S. support -- ceased, the armed 
gangs would constitute no grave problem. 


Question: There is a good deal of talk of the possibility of a direct U.S. interven- 
tion and military aggression in Nicaragua. Do you believe this is possible? 


Answer: The invasion of Grenada demonstrated the brutal and criminal nature of the U.S. 
aggressive policy in Central America and the Caribbean, as is also the case in the Mid- 
dle East, southern Africa, and all the areas of the world where it intervenes. The 
danger exists. The duty of all those who respect the peoples’ independence and wishes 
and peace is to use the means of action at their disposal to develop a strong and 
broad-based movement of solidarity with Nicaragua against U.S. imperialism's interfer- 
ence and intervention, against the threat of direct intervention. 


For our part, we will act in Portugal prompted by our duties of internationalist soli- 
darity with che people of Nicaragua, as well as with the people of Cuba, El Salvador, 
and the other peoples of Latin America. We are firmly on their side. 


AVANTE! CARRIES PCP-BCP JOINT COMMUNIQUE 





For che AVANTE! text of a joint communique issued in Sofia, Bulgaria, by PCP Secretary 
General Alvaro Cunhal and Bulgarian Communist Party [BCP] Secretary Todor Zhivkov, see 
the Bulgaria section of the 17 February Easter Europe DAILY REPORT. 


BRIEFS 


ISRAELI AMBASSADOR -- President Ramalho Eanes has received the credentials of Israel's 
new ambassador to Lisbon, Joel Barromi, who replaced Dov Halevy Milman, who had repre- 
seuted his country in Lisbon since February 1981. [Text] [Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 5 Feb 84 p 6 PM} 
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CUBA'S CASTRO, NICARACUA'S ORTEGA ARRIVE 16 FEB 





NC161216 Paris AFP in English 1212 GMT 16 Feb 84 


(Text) Madrid, Feb 16 (AFP) -- Cuban President Fidel Castro and the top-ranking member 
of the Nicaraguan ruling junta, Daniel Ortega Saavedra, arrived here today for impromptu 
talks with Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez. 


The two men, arriving on a stopover from Moscow, were welcomed by Mr Gonzalez, who 
escorted them to a luncheon at the Moncloa Palace, the prime minister's residence. 


The meeting had not been scheduled in advance. Both leaders were returning home from the 
funeral of Soviet leader Yuriy Andropov on Tuesday. 


Mr Castro had met earlier today in Moscow with Soviet Defense Minister Dmitriy Ustinov. 
Report on Arrival 

LD161239 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1142 GMT 16 Feb 84 

(Hector Arenas unscheduled report from Barajas Airport -- live] 


[Text] I can now confirm our earlier report that Cuban President Fidel Castro would 
arrive unexpectedly in Madrid on what is described by official circles as a courtesy 
visit. 


Cuban President Fidel Castro arrived from Moscow aboard an Aeroflot plane. Accompanying 
him is Commander Daniel Ortega, the strongman of Nicaragua's Sandinist junta; this was 
not foreseen until a few moments ago. Both Central American [as heard] politicians were 
received at the airport by Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez, who traveled by helicopter 
from the Moncloa Palace to the State Lounge area in Barajas Airport. 


At this moment, you can hear the engines of the two Spanish Aic Force helicopters which 
will soon take Fidel Castro, Commander Ortega and Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez to the 
Moncloa Palace. I have been informed that the three political leaders, the two Central 
American leaders and the Spanish prime minister, will attend a luncheon in the Moncloa 
Palace, and will then hold impromptu talks on various topics; it seems the meeting was 
arranged at the last moment. They will discuss such subjects as Central America, the 
situation in the USSR and, naturally, relations among Spain, Cuba, and Nicaragua and 
the general situation in the Central American region. 


It is expected the Fidel Castro, Commander Daniel Ortega of Nicaragua, and possibly 
Prime Minister Gonzalez may appear here in the Barajas Airport State Lounge Press 
Room at about 1600 [1500 GMT] -- I have not been able to confirm this — possibly to 
hold a brief press conference or give a statement on the meeting. 

Castro's Activities Reported 
LD161437 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1300 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] Cuba's Fidel Castro and Nicaragua's Daniel Ortega are lunching with Felipe 
Gonzalez at Moncloa Palace. 
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This Latin American summit in Madrid is the result of a brief stopover by the Cuban 
president on his return from Moscow. Castro made a courtesy telephone call to King Juan 
Carlos shortly after 1300. 


Fidel Castro has new commitments to add to his agenda: Madrid radio has been able to 
confirm that Fidel Castro will meet this afternoon with the PCE Secretary Ceneral 
Gerardo Iglesias, and with Simon Sanchez Montero. This meeting will probably take 
place at 1600 at Barajas Airport, minutes before the Cuban president departs on his 
return trip to Havana. 


Moncloa Palace Luncheon 
LD161444 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1300 GMT 16 Feb 84 
[Excerpt] Here is Pedro Fernandez Cespedes reporting on the meeting at Moncloa Palace: 


Since our last report, we can now add that those sitting down to lunch are, on the 
Spanish side: Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez, his wife Carmen Romero, Deputy Prime 
Minister Alfonso Guerra, and government spokesman Eduardo Sotillos. 


On the Cuban side, are: Fidel Castro; Vice President Carlos Rafael Rodriguez and his 
wife; Jesus Montane, chief of the International Department of the Cuban Communist Party; 
and Roberto Veiga, secretary general of the Cuban Workers’ Federation. 


The Nicaraguans present are: Rafael [as heard] Ortega, chief of Nicaragua's Sandinist 
junta; Foreign Minister Miguel D‘Escoto; and Carlos Nunez, head of Daniel Ortega's 
secretariat. 


We can state positively that there are no other members of the Spanish Covernment 
present. 


Departure Statements 
PA161823 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1754 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] Madrid, 16 Feb (EFE) -- Cuban leader Fidel Castro and Daniel Ortega, coordinator 
of the Junta of the Government of National Reconstruction of Nicaragua, bade farewell 
to Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez today after expressing their support for the 
Contadora peace efforts. 


Castro, whose 4-hour visit was his first to Spain and Western Europe, left after making 
an unexpected service stopover in this capital on his way to Havana from Moscow. 


Ortega is traveling aboard the same plane, an Ilyushin 62 of the Soviet airline Aeroflot. 
Both had attended the funeral of Yuriy Andropov in Moscow. This flight took off at 
1745 (1645 GMT). 


In an impromptu press conference at the Madrid airport, Castro declared that the 
Contadora Group “has been and is a hope for peace” in Central America. 


For his part, Felipe Gonzalez said that “we are getting closer to peace in Central 
America." 


Daniel Ortega said that the meeting with Gonzalez and Castro in Madrid had been "a 
new effort in favor of peace in Central America.” 


The three government leaders met for 4 hours in a private luncheon at Moncloa Palace, 
Felipe Gonzalez’ residence. 
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POREICN MINISTER DEPARTS ON VISIT TO AUSTRIA 
LD161601 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 1230 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] Spanish Foreign Minister Fernando Moran is now on his way to Vienna to start 

his official visit to Austria at the invitation of his counterpart, Erwin Lanc. The 
visit takes place 3 months after the visit [to Austria] by Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez, and demonstrates both governments’ wish to maintain, or even strengthen, 
the already excellent bilateral relations. 


The Spanish foreign minister will have meetings in Vienna with President of the 
Republic Rudolf Kirschleeger, with Austrian Chancellor Fred Sinowatz, and with Foreign 
Minister Erwin Lanc. At the same time, Fernando Moran and Lanc will chair the closing 
session of the joint Spanish-Austrian commission created in 1978 to periodically 
review developments in bilateral relations. 


On Saturday, Minister Moran will also meet in Vienna with Spanish ambassadors 
accredited to East European countries. According to Spanish diplomatic sources, this 
meeting has some importance because it is being held only a short time after the 
change of the CPSU general secretary following the death of Yuriy Andropov. 


OFFICIAL INTERVIEWED ON NUCLEAR WASTE DUMPING 
LD161404 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 0700 GMT 16 Feb 84 


{Excerpts} The Spanish Government will try to achieve total cessation of nuclear 
waste dumping in the sea, 1 year after its suspension. The eighth conference of the 
International Maritime Organization begins in London next Monday. It will be attended 
by a delegation from Spain, which is a member of this organization. Tue Spanish 
delegation will be led by Jose Luis Pardos, the director of technical and industrial 
cooperation. I spoke to Mr Pardos on the telephone this morning: 


[Begin recording] [Announcer] Good morning, Mr Pardos. What will be the mood of 
the Spanish delegation at this difficult conference in London? 


{[Pardos] We will be going with an open, but cautious, yet determined mood. The 
subject is complex, as I have stated on other occasions, but fortunately there have 
been more hopeful signs since last year. Growing public awareness of the subject 
undoubtedly has an influence on the attitudes of governments, and we are confident 
that this year we can take a further step up the ladder toward th: final achievement 
of a halt to the dumping of materials and objects harmful to oceanic systems. 


[Announcer] Mr Pardos, do you think that a definite halt to the dumping of waste in 
the Atlantic trough near the Galician coast can be achieved at this London conference? 


[Pardos] Well, that is obviously our intention and also the intention of many of the 
other delegations. They showed this last year. At this conference, we will have to 
go into last year’s subjects more deeply, to define more clearly subjects like the 
burial, or rather the attempt at burial, of radioactive elements in the ocean bed; 

and we have to stress again world opinion to the London conference as it increasingly 
echoes public awareness of the problem as well as touching on problems that are 
increasingly shared by mankind. That is my opinion and that of the Spanish delegation, 
which is taking with it very explicit instructions from the government and which will 
attempt to do all in its power to achieve the objectives the government has laid down. 
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[Announcer] Mr Pardos, have you contacted members of the Association for the 
Ecological Defense of Galicia? I ask this question because they have published a 
communique saying that the Spanish position is not firm enough and that we gust try 
to modify the London convention in order to achieve a total prohibition of dumping. 
I think that from what you have said in this interview, it seems that the Spanish 
delegation is prepared to achieve this. 


[Pardos] Of course, I would say to the Galician association and to all similiar 
associations that I hold them in great respect and that I believe all of their contri- 
butions have to be taken into account in defining the stance ve gust take in London. 
And I believe that the Spanish Government has defined this stance very clearly in its 
instructions to us. [end recording] 


PCE*S SANCHEZ MONTERO DISCUSSES CPSU'S INFLUENCE 
LD151411 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 2300 GHT 13 Feb 84 


[Unidentified reporter's telephone interview with Simon Sanchez Montero, PCE member 
in charge of PCE international policy -- live or recorded] 


[Text] [Interviewer] Good evening, Simon Sanchez Montero. You are responsible for the 
PCE’s international policy. A few moments ago we read the PCE'’s official declaration, 
and we recall that you consider the subject of Chernenko as the affair of another 

party and another country. 


[Sanchez Montero] Exactly. We will not evaluate whether this is positive or not 
because ve believe that it is a matter for the CPSU and it is a sovereign decision. 
What we do fervently hope is that the policy of the new general secretary will at 
least be the same as the late Andropov's, which was a policy that, in our opinion, 
strove to improve the international situation, to reduce the danger of war, and to find 
ways to achieve a dialogue between the great powers. Naturally, we do not know what 
the policy of the new general secretary will be. I believe that it will not be very 
different from the former policy. First, because I do not think the question of 
personality has such influence, and second because it seems to me it would be difficult 
to create another, different policy. 


[Interviewer] Mr Sanchez Montero, you just said that, in your opinion, the personality 
factor within the decisionmaking power apparatus in the Soviet Union may not be very 
important. I want to ask you if, conversely, the impression is given that someone 
like Chernenko or Andropov or Brezhnev has a great deal personal power within the 
Soviet system. Is this the case, or is it rather a representation of another political 
nower that is gore diluted, more ambiguous, more confused, and more difficult to pin 
down? 


[Sanchez Montero] Well, I think that these sen, both those who are now dead as well 
as Chernenko, have a great deal of power in their hands, power that corresponds to 
the responsibility of the position they hold. However, what I want to say is that 
this power is not personal power -- although it is concentrated in a very important 
way, from the point of view of the representation, in a particular man — and I 
believe that in a country like the Soviet Unios, the probless of the country and the 
problems of the world exert such a strong influence that it is difficult for thes 
to change overnight. This does not mean that the personality of the individual or 
the group of individuals who hold power at a particular time does not make a 
difference. 
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I believe that the experience of the 15 months in which Andropow led the Soviet state 
and party was positive, both in terms of international politics and in terms of the 
undoubted efforts made during those 15 months to liberalize the internal situation, 
to introduce reforms in the economy, to fight against corruption, and so on. 


[Interviewer] Does the personality of the CPSU general secretary, whoever he may be -- 
in this case, it is not only a question of Chernenko -- does the personality of the 
CPSU general secretary have some special meaning, some special symbolic value for 

the communist parties of other countries? 


[Sanchez Mantero] Well, I think it does. It can exert some influence, and increasingly 
does so, and it is one of the demands made by the situation itself. Each party that 
finds itself facing a different national situation not only has the right, but 
also the obligation to carry through an independent policy, because if this were not 

so, it could not be a totally just policy. However, it is obvious that, bearing this 
in mind, I repeat, the personality of the CPSU general secretary in a world where the 
interdependence of peoples is ever greater, exerts an undoubted influence on the 

rest of the movement. 


[Interviewer] Mr Sanchez Montero, thank you for giving us this information and 
for explaining the importance of the CPSU general secretary's personality, or in 
this case, that of new General Secretary Chernenko. Thank you. 


POLICE KILL ONE, WOUND TWO ETA IN 

NC161233 Paris AFP in English 1218 GMT 16 Feb 84 

[Excerpt] Bilbao, Spain, Feb 16 (AFP) -- Police killed a presumed member of the 
Basque separatist group ETA and seriously wounded two others in a dawn shoot-out 
today near this northern Spanish town, police sources said. 


Police looking for ETA guerrillas arrived at a flat at Baracaldo, outside Bilbao, 
and were shot at, the sources said. 


They fired back, killing a suspected ETA member identified as Inaki Ojeda Martin 
and wounding Juan Manuel Gonzalez in the chest and Juan Manuel Piriz in the legs. 


An unspecified number of other presumed members of ETA were arrested during the 
operation. 
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FINLAND 


USSR'S BAYBAKOV CONCLUDES VISIT; ACREEMENT SICNED 





PM151516 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 12 Feb 84 p 17 


[Matts Dumell report: "“Baybabov: Major New Metal, Forestry, and Cas Cooperation 
Projects”] 


[Text] "Finns will be able to participate in the construction of a new powder 
metallurgy industry and two or three protein feed factories in the Soviet Union," 
Soviet State Planning Committee Chairman and Deputy Prime Minister Nikolay Baybakov 
said in Helsinki yesterday. Baybakov also promised that Finns will be allowed to cut 
1.5 million cubic meters of timber on the Soviet side of the border using their ow 
machinery. 


Gosplan Chairman Baybakov and 15 assistant deputy sinisters yesterday wound up a l-week 
visit to Finland. The visit was Baybakov's first to Finland. As chairman of both 
Gosplan and CEMA's economic planning committee, he is the man with the greatest influence 
over economic matters in the world. The visit took place at the invitation of Finnish 
Prime Minister Kalevi Sorsa, who is the Finnish chairman of the economic commission 
between the two countries. The next Soviet 5-year plan will be ready some time early in 
the year and will be approved this fall. 


Baybakov was especially interested in the possibility of developing the Soviet Union's 
mechanized forestry industry, its setallurgy industry, and the use of natural gas 

for the manufacture of protein feed. In connection with the visit, an agreement raising 
Finnish imports of natural gas from its present level of around 700 sillion cubic 

meters to 3,000 cubic meters was signed on Friday [10 February]. The natural gas network 
will also be extended to include Tampere. 


Baybakov described the cooperation projects in metallurgy and protein fodder as a new 
step in the economic relations between Finland and the Soviet Union. The two or three 
feed factories will be built on the natural gas network, probably in Kerelia. Finland 
will received 20-30 percent [of the output] in compensation. 


Baybakov said that the idea had occurred to him during the visit to Finland, where he 
had also gotten the idea that, in cooperation with Soviet builders, the Finns should 
develop a new power metallurgy factory, which will probably also be built in Karelia. 
Powder metallurgy is 2 technique which has been developed by academician Aléeksandrov. 
The factory will be built with compensation in the form of finished products. 


Baybakov also promised that Finland will be allowed to increase its imports of wood 
for the foresty industry. He said that the Soviet Union is interested in Finnish 
mechanized forestry technology, particularly in the felling and handling of timber. 
By way of compensation for this great technological cooperation, Finland will be 
permitted to fell 1.5 million cubic meters of forest in the Soviet Union with its own 
machinery. 


The supply of ships could also increase in the coming 5-year period, Baybabov hinted. 

He said that the needs of the Soviet fleet could be greater than the quotas on which the 
countries have agreed. He stressed the Arctic projects and mentioned as an example 

the three oil-drilling ships which Finland has supplied. As the Arctic project develops, 
the need for check up rigs, semifloating rigs, and offshore ships also grows. 
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Baybakov said that there is the possibility of major projects in metallurgy, such as 
the nickel industry in Petsamo. The Soviet Union is also interested in developing 
technology for reclaiming metal vaste. 


On the subject of economic developments in the Soviet Union, Baybakov said that Gosplan 
is investing in electronics, robotics, and new technology. He said that 70 percent of 
growth is due to technical advances. During the visit, Baybakov was introduced to 
Nokia's electronics, to which he made particular reference at the press conference. 


Of Yuriy Andropov's role in the economy, the Gosplan chairman said that his role was 
strongest in the planning and development of industrial management. “The best memorial 
to Andropov is the fact that developments in these areas are taking place rapidly,” 


Baybakov said. 


In addition to Kalevi Sorsa, Ministers Jermu Laine, Ahti Pekkala, and Seppo Lindblom 
also took part on the Finnish side in the talks with Baybakov. 


PAPER REPORTS ON PALME VISIT TO NICARACUA 
PM161117 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 11 Feb 84 p 6 
[Leif Bergstrom dispatch: “Palme Promises Full Solidarity”) 


[Excerpt] Managua -- The Sandinist junta's strong man, Daniel Ortega, praised Prime 
Minister Olof Palme’s “courageous decision” to visit Nicaragua. He admitted that mistakes 
have been made in the name of the revolution but defended them by saying that the coun- 
try is being subjected to foreign aggression. 


Ortega met the Swedish press after his talks with Palme during the prime minister's 
visit to Nicaragua, which ended yesterday. Ortega thanked Sweder for the support the 
Nicaraguan people received under the dictatorship and during the reconstruction after 
the revolution. "We are happy that Prime Minister Olof Palme has come here, a gesture 
which we see as a courageous expression of solidarity while Nicaragua is being subjected 
to foreign aggression.” The leading light in the rule three-man junta said after the 
talks that he thinks Palme has understood the situation and that Palme would do all he 
could to counter U.S. aggression. 


At Thursday's [9 February) dinner with Nicaraguan leaders, Palme said that Nicaragua 
and Sweden, as small countries, have much in common, adding: “When Nicaragua's terri- 
tory is violated you can count on our full solidarity.” 


Ortega claimed that the reports over the weekend that Nicaragua had postponed prepara- 
tions for the promised elections in 1985 were due to a misunderstanding: "The Electoral 
Commission cannot make such a decision on its own authority. The commission postponed 
a meeting for a few days to protest counterrevolutionary air raids on Nicaragua, 

but the commission did meet on Wednesday and the measures it adopted will not have much 
effect on the agreed timetable. 


He said that the discussion with Palme about the elections primarily involved technical 
questions, such as freedom of the press during the elections. In an interview with 
Swedish journalists, Palme said that he had underscored the need for lifting the state 
of emergency and censorship well before the elections. "My hosts then said that the 
United States and the counterrevolutionary rebels must end their military actions before 
the election -- a demand which I think seems quite reasonable -- a moratorium for the 
right-wing rebels.” 
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The prime minister said that his conviction that the Sandinists want to hold 
elections had been strengthened. At the press conference, Ortega 
Sandinists were ready to hand over power if they lost an election. "Wo 
that it will lose an election. We have great confidence that the people 
support the revolution, but if they vote for a different system, we must of course 


respect that.” 


Ortega said that the U.S. military presence in Central America is growing day by day. 
The Sandinist commander hopes the Palme would be able to helpin this respect by intensi- 
fying the discussion of this aggression and he hopes that joint Swedish-N 

efforts can counter the activities of the right-wing rebels. He admitted that the 
Managua regime had made mistakes over the Miskito Indians’ border with Honduras. The 
Indians were forcibly moved from the area shortly after the Sandinist revolution, and, 
during talks with Palme, Ortega said that one of their biggest mistakes has teen the 
attempt to assimilate the Miskitos into Nicaraguan society. Palme said of Ortega's 
Statement: “Perhaps we ourselves should not speak too loudly about this. We do after 
all have our own gypsies and Lapps.” 
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Ortega claimed that the cause of such “mistakes” is U.S. aggression. He used similar 
arguments when he apologized for a minor disturbance between Swedish photographers 

and Nicarguan security men after Palme had landed. Ortega said: “Sometimes the secur- 
ity police's elbows are too hard, but this is the result of the elbowing we get froa 
the U.S. Government. This is the first time these young men have done anything like 
this. They are simply acting in defense of the revolution. We hope that you under- 
stand.” 


After his meeting with Palme, Eduardo Rias of the democratic parties’ joint organization 
said that his organization is fighting for free elections. But he said that they 

feel a certain skepticism about the Sandinists’ real plans. Another opposition figure, 
Enrico Bolanos of the Employers’ Federation, said after his talks with the prise 
minister that Palme is perhaps a little too romantic. “We were, too. It took us 4 
years to realize what the Sandinists are up to. They make no secret of the fact that 
they are Marxist-Leninists.” 


Olof Palme said that he had the impression that the Sandinists wanted to hold elections 
and that the regime ought to be able to look in greater detail at the opposition's 
demands, some of which should be easy to meet. 
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BOWE RECEIVES JORDAN'S KINC HUSAYN 16 FEB 





LD161955 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 1921 GMT 16 Feb 84 


{Text} King Husayn of Jordan had talks lasting almost an hour at Downing Street 
tonight with the prime minister and foreign secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe. 


King Husayn stopped off in London after his visit to Washington where he discussed 
the Middle East with President Reagan. Afterwards officials would say only that 
the main issues in the Middle East were discussed. 


HOWE MEETS WITH ARAB LEAGUE'S KLIBI ON MIDEAST 
LD162032 Kuwait KUNA in English 1734 GMT 16 ieb 84 


[Text] London, Feb 16 (KUNA) -- Arab League Secretary General Chedli Klibi Thursday 
afternoon held talks here with British Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe. 


Their one hour of discussions covered the Lebanese crisis, the Middle East problen, 
the Palestinian question and the Iran-Iraq war, Klibi said. 


He told newsmen as he emerged from the Foreign Office here that they also discussed 
the role that Britain and its partners in the European Community could play to help 
resolve these probleas. 


Klibi also revealed that he intended to meet King Husayn of Jordan. The Hashenite 
gonarch is currently on a private visit to Britain. 





But the Arab League secretary general added that no date has yet been fixed for 
such a meeting. 


Klibi described his meeting with the British foreign secretary as “very constructive 
and positive”. 


Howe had emphasised during the talks that his country was willing to see greater 
cooperation between Britain and its European allies on the one hand and the Arab 
world on the other. 


Replying to a query on his assessment of the situation in Lebanon, Klibi pointed out 
that he was following with great concern the developments in that country. 


On the possibility of holding an Arab summit in the near future, he said that the 
Arab League was undertaking the necessary arrangements for convening such a conference 
at the appropriate time with a view to ensuring its success. 


Later the Foreign Office said in a statement that the one-hour meeting covered a 
general exchange of views on Lebanon, the Arab-Israeli dispute and the Gulf war. 


Howe briefed Klibi on British moves in the 'nited Nations Security Council to replace 
the sultinational force in Beirut by U.N. elements, the statement added. 


The British minister also informed his guest about British ideas to use U.N. 
observers on the Green Line in Beirut and for an expanded role for the UNIFIL force. 
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KIPRIANOU DEPARTS PARIS FOR NEW YORK 16 FEB 





NC161424 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1400 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] President Kiprianou departed Paris this afternoon for New York where he will 
meet with UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar on 17 February. President Kiprianou 
arrived in Paris yesterday from Moscow where he attended Andropov's funeral and met with 
Tikhonov, chairman of the Soviet Council of Ministers, whom he briefed on the latest 
developments in the Cyprus issue. 


Arrives in New York 
NC162233 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 2200 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] President Kiprianou tonight arrived in New York, where he will meet with UN 
Secretary General Perez de Cuellar tomorrow. President Kiprianou, who is accompanied 
by Foreign Minister Lakovou, was welcomed upon arriving in New York by members of the 
Cypriot delegation to the United Nations, Greek UN delegate Dhoundas, and a crowd of 
Greek Americans. 


CYPRUS MAIL REPORTS MNF FACILITIES TO CONTINUE 





NC170816 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 17 Feb 84 p 5 


[Text] The opposition Democratic Rally party has sided with the ruling Democratic 
party in recommending continuation of the present facilities being made available 
to the multinational force in Lebanon. 


This majority recommendation, made in a parliamentary committee report to the plenum 
of the House of Representatives, makes it certain that AKEL's attempts to have the 
facilities discontinued will be defeated. 


The matter was tabled by the communist AKEL party which claimed that the facilities 

are used by the multinational force for aggressive purposes and that Cyprus is being 
used for the transportetion of arms as well, a view which was supported by the socialist 
EDEK party members in the parliamentary committee. 


But the ruling Democratic party eupported by the opposition Democratic Rally party, 
defends the facilities as being in the interests of peace and on humanitarian grounds. 


DEFENSE FUND COMPULSORY CONTRIBUTIONS APPROVED 





NC170830 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 17 Feb 84 p 5 


[Text] The House of Representatives yesterday gave its assent to legislation providing 
for compulsory contributions to the Fund for defence preparedness. 


The new law takes effect from February lst this year and will be valid for one year when 
the situation will be reviewed. 


It stipulates that every salaried person shall contribute half of one percent of his 
emoluments and the employer will supplement it with a similar amount. 


The self employed will contribute half of one percent of their assessed income. 
The contributions are not deductable from income tax or other taxes. 


The law envisages that taxation will also be imposed on other sources of income like 
dividends, interest, rents and profits. 
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EDEK CHAIRMAN DISCUSSES POLICY, GREEK SUPPORT 





NC152116 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1730 GMT 15 Feb 84 


[Text] Speaking at a news conference today, socialist EDEK party Chairman Lissaridhis 
referred to the topics that will be discussed at the party's fourth congress to be held 
on 9 March. Lissaridhis particularly referred to developments in the Cyprus issue and 
reiterated his party's views on a Cyprus solution. 


The EDEK chairman said that a policy can succeed if it creates the conditions that would 
render Turkey's final goals infeasible, thus establishing the prerequisites for a toler- 
able Cyprus solution. Lissaridhis said that following Turkey's illegal action of 
declaring a Turkish Cypriot State, the Cyprus issue has been viewed by the international 
community as a question of occupation. He added: The international climate is favor- 
able and should be utilized. Lissaridhis added that our national defense and Greece's 
support are the two substantial factors that can alter the balance in the Cyprus crisis. 
He also said that unity in the domestic front is essential, and this unity should be 
based on a clear, anti-occupation line, as well as on s strategy that would serve this 
line. 


TA NEA Report 
NC160815 Nicosia TA NEA in Greek 16 Feb 84 pp 1, 3 


[Excerpts] The socialist EDEK party has basically disagreed, and continues to disagree, 
with the submission on our part of a framework, or proposals, for a Cyprus solution. 
This was stated by EDEK Chairman Vasos Lissaridhis at a news conference yesterday, 
during which he explained that the Cyprus issue can be resolved if the balance of ele- 
ments in this problem are altered, but not by submitting a series of proposals. 
Lissaridhis added that it would be naive to believe that the Cyprus issue can be set- 
tled by making territorial concessions -- of 23 or 25 percent of the territory to the 
Turks -- or by amending our constitutional proposals. 


Defining EDEK's position on the question of the submission of a framework for a Cyprus 
solution, Lissaridhis stated that for the socialist party the framework for a solution 
lies in creating the conditions and prerequisites that would make the Turkish goals in 
Cyprus infeasible. He pointed out that such conditions could be created through our 
defense organization, the people's unanimity, and international solidarity, but above 
all through the sound and proper utilization of Greece's support. 


Lissaridhis also said that Greece is the “key” to the cuccess of the policy, the goal 
of which is to render Turkish aims in Cyprus infeasible. At the same time, the proper 
utilization of this support by the present Socialist Greek Government would resolve the 
current Cyprus deadlock because the Greek Government has clearly adopted the stance 
that any new Turkish aggressive action will lead to Greek-Turkish conflicts. 


The EDEK chairman stressed that Greece's role in making Turkish aims for Cyprus infeas- 
ible is of primary importance. He explained that a Greek-Turkish conflict would first 
of all undermine U.S. interests because it would lead to dissolution of NATO's south- 
eastern wing. Based on this fact, the United States would not give Ankara the "green 
light" for a new aggression against Cyprus. This will prevent the United States from 
encouraging Turkey to proceed with further expansionist actions. 
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Second, the conflict would create problems for Turkey itself and for other countries 
as well. Such a conflict with Greece would bring about the danger of an official 
Greek presence in the southeastern Mediterranean. 


Lissaridhis stressed that some political groups in Cyprus object to a dynamic Greek 
role, but they fail to suggest what should be done to make Turkey's aims infeasible, 
or what other method should be used to accomplish this. 


Lissaridhis recalled that Greek Prime Minister Papandreouw has most clearly stated that 
“in case of a new Turkish aggressive action i. Cyprus, the Greek Government will not 
confine itself to a recourse to the United Nutions."” Lissaridhis also recalled a 

clear statement by the Greek prime minister hat "an attack against Cyprus will 

actually be considered as an attack against sreece; this means a Greek-Turkish showdown.” 


In conclusion, the EDEK chairman stated that the present Greek Government has adopted 
a very clear stance on the Cyprus issue and that it is willing to play its role 
accordingly. 


I ELEVTHEROTIPIA PRAISES SOVIET POSITION 





NC170729 Nicosia I ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 17 Feb 84 p 5 
[From "Views" column: “Soviet Support") 


[Text] We hail with satisfaction the Soviet actions in support of the UN secretary 
general's efforts to promote a fair Cyprus solution, and we thank Soviet Prime Minister 
Tikhonov for his country’s support of our cause. President Kiprianou's meeting in 
Moscow with the Soviet chairman of the Council of Ministers has given the Soviet side 
the opportunity to reaffirm its strong interest in a lasting Cyprus solution based 

on unity, independence, territorial integrity, and the nonalignment of the Republic 

of Cyprus. This is a stance which vindicates the Cypriot positions and causes 
particular satisfaction, as President Kiprianou pointed out after the meeting. 


Now that the UN secretary general is considering his next ster in the Cyprus issue to 
promote the implementation of Security Council Resolution 541 and for a fair and 
comprehensive solution to the problem, the Soviet Union can play an important role 

to achieve the success of Perez de Cuellar's efforts. We rely greatly on this Soviet 
contribution, and we are certain it will be forthcoming, because we bear in mind 

the firm and consistent Soviet support of our just cause. 


DENKTAS ON PEREZ DE CUELLAR-KIPRIANOU MEETING 





TA161153 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in English to Cyprus 1115 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] The president of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, Mr Rauf Denktas, 
said that at the moment there was no reason to necessitate a meeting between the 
United Nations secretary general and the Greek Cypriot leader, Mr Kiprianou. 


President Denktas said that the Greek Cypriot leader pretended not to understand the 
diplomatic statement by Mr Perez de Cuellar that there was nothing to discuss. Ina 
statement today, President Denktas added, on the other hand, the United Nations 
secretary general can use the meeting as an occasion to tell Mr Kiprianou that the 
discussion of the Cyprus problem in international meetings and conferences where 

the Turkish Cypriot side is not represented will serve no useful purpose. 
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The secretary general can also tell Mr Kiprianou that the shameful fresh efforts on the 
Greek Cypriot side to further strengthen their military force not only involves huge 
expenditure but also harms the search for peace. Any attempt by the Greek Cypriot side 
to solve the problem by use of force would mean a suicide for them. A war will not 
solve anything. It was tried in 1963 and again in 1974 and the conclusion is here for 
everyone to see. Any plans to return the island to pre-1974 would be crazy and would 
constitute a crime committed against the Creek Cypriot people. 


Mr Denktas recalled that there were two peoples in Cyprus, equal and sovereign. The 

two sovereign states in Cyprus had emerged because of the attempts to destroy the part- 
nership state set up by the two peoples. It would not be a wise action to try to destroy 
by use of force the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, or to pretend that it does 

mot exist. Mr Denktas said: What is wise is to try to unite these two states under a 
bizonal rule. The Greek Cypriot ‘eadership, all through the last 10 years, has refused 
to make use of this opportunity. Once again, we appeal to them to return to reason. 


OZGUR RAPS REQUEST FOR EEC ECONOMIC SANCTIONS 
TA161225 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in English to Cyprus 1115 GMT 16 Feb 84 





[Text] The leader of the Republican Turkish Party, Mr Ozker Ozgur, warned the Greek 
Cypriot administration that its intention to put impediments in the way of exports to 
European Economic [Community] countries from north Cyprus would deal a serious blow to 
efforts and hopes of bringing about peace and conciliation between the two peoples. 


In a statement today, Mr Ozgur reiterated that a solution to the Cyprus problem could 
be achieved through talks and reconciliation, and not with the use of sanctions. No 
opportunity should be missed in endeavors to bring the Greek and Turkish communities 
together. Any attempt that might increase the intercommunal tension, Mr Ozgur said, 
would clearly indicate that the Greek Cypriot leadership had learned noghing from past 
experiences. Mr Ozgur recalled that the EEC organization had been set up with the 
objective of securing economic and political unity between the West European countries, 
and expressed the hope that the EEC would not entertain any request for sanctions against 
north Cyprus which were likely to perpetuate the division of Cyprus. Mr Ozgur added if 
the European Economic Community is willing to help find a solution to the Cyprus con- 
flict, it must stress the need for a federal solution and adopt an unbiased policy by 
recommending to both sides to move closer. 
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JOINT IRANIAN TRANSPORT COMMITTEE MEETS 





TA161140 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1000 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] The Turkish-Iranian joint transport committee has met in Ankara. Deputy Under 
Secretary of Transportation and Communication Orhan Buldac, who is heading 

the Turkish delegation at the talks, has said that measures necessary to further 
develop Turkish-Iranian transport will be discussed at the committee meeting. 

Buldac said that some 2 million tons of transit goods and 2 million tons of Turkish 
export goods were transported from Turkey to Iran last year. Noting that maritime 
transport between the two countries was also being developed, Buldac added that Iranian 
ships of up to 70,000 deadweight tons will be guilt at Turkish dockyards. 


Iranian Deputy Minister of Roads and Transport Karbasyan, who is heading the Iranian 
delegation, said that, parallel to the Turkish-Iranian economic relations, tra port 
relations between the two countries are also developing. He added that trade relations 
between the two countries will increase after the war. 


A protocol is expected to be signed between the two countries at the end of the 
Turkish-Iranian joint transport committee meeings. Meanwhile, Karbasyan called on 
Transportation Minister Veysel Atasoy and conferred with him for some time. At the 
meeting, Karbasyan said that Iran has a preference for neighboring Islamic countries 
regarding economic relations. Atasoy praised the historical Turkish-Iranian friendship 
and expressed the belief that this friendship will continue. 


FRG'S WALTER KIEP BEGINS CONTACTS IN ANKARA 





TA161636 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1530 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] Ankara, 16 Feb (AA) — Federal German Chancellor Helmut Kohl's personal envoy 
Walter Kiep, Christian Democrat Party deputy who arrived in Ankara last night, paid 
a call today on Deputy Prime Minister in Charge of Economic Affairs Kaya Erdem. He 
also visited Foreign Minister Vahit Halefoglu and Chief of Staff General Necdet Urug. 


Official talks between the Turkish and Federal German delegations headed by Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal and Walter Kiep respectively will begin later today. The talks 
are expected to focus on Turkish economic policies. 


Kiep will have a tete-a-tete with Prime Minister Ozal tomorrow morning. 


LOCAL ELECTION BANS GO INTO EFFECT 16 FEB 





TA161637 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1540 GMT 16 Feb 84 


[Text] Ankara, 16 Feb (AA) — The electoral period for the March 25 local elections 
to be held throughout Turkey officially began today. During the period, civil 
servants will be banned from accompanying ministers and deputies during the latters' 
domestic trips. They will also be banned from distributing leaflets and make 
donations to candidates or political parties. 


During the same period, the prime minister, his ministers and the deputies will not be 
permited to use their official limousines during their field trips, during which 

there will be no banquets and no meetings and seeing-off ceremonies. Those officials 
will also be banned frommaking speeches and staging ceremonies. 


Political parties will present the lists of their candidates to electoral boards by 
the evening of Feb. 20. 
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TCP*S KUTLU REPORT TO CENTRAL COMMITTEE PLENUM 





TALS1138 (Clandestine) Voice of the Turkish Communist Party in Turkish 0600 GMT 15 Feb 84 


{Report read by Turkish Communist Party Central Committee Secretary General Haydar Kutlu 
at the first Central Committee plenum; part two; date and place not given -- read by 
announcer } 


[Text] In order to overcome this defeat, the U.S. Administration is now claiming that 
it is in favor of continuing the disarmament talks in Geneva and other places, while it 
attempts to blame the Soviet Union for their suspension. However, it is those who 
started deploying the missiles in Western Europe who actually terminated the talks. The 
talks were aimed at preventing the deployment of new missiles and curbing the arms race 
through a sutually acceptable agreement. The Soviet Union is devoted to this go... As 
made clear in Andropov's statement to PRAVDA on 25 January, if the newly deployed 
missiles are removed and the situation reverts to its previous state, the Soviet 
leaders are willing to resume talks and resubmit their constructive proposals. 


Our party supports the Soviet stand and regards it as its duty to expose the truth 
behind the so-called peace-loving U.S. statements. The wide-ranging proposal package 
envisaging the signing of an agreement to not resort to military force, submitted by 

the Soviet Union and other Warsaw Pact countries to all NATO countries on 5 January 1983 
and still valid, has been left unanswered by NATO. Turkey is acting according to 
Washington's orders and is ignoring all the concrete peace proposals of the Soviet Union. 
However, the signing of a mutual nonbelligerency agreement would constitute the best 
guarantee for Turkey's national security. 


For 63 years, the Soviet Union has remained loyal to every agreement signed with Turkey. 
Even those who continuously speak of a Soviet threat cannot find a single piece of 
evidence to disprove this. As stated in the Turkish Communist Party [TCP] program, on 
the basis of the Soviet pledge not to be the first to undertake a nuclear strike and 
not to use this weapon against countries that do not deploy nuclear weapons in their 
territory, it is possible to eliminate all nuclear arsenals on our soil. 


Dear comrades, the U.S. Administration is becoming isolated. The resolutions recently 
adopted at the United Nations, which condemn U.S. moves exacerbating the nuclear var 
threat and U.S. aggressive actions all over the world, constitute a concrete indication 
of this. Washington has not been successful in breaking the struggle of Central Ameri- 
can peoples or the resistance of the Arab national liberation movement in the Middle 
East. The military victory of Reagan terrorism in Grenada has proved to be an inter- 
Mational political defeat. The demand for a withdrawal of U.S. troops from Lebanon 

is now being supported even in the United States. The growing struggle of antifascist 
forces in Argentina, Chile, and Uruguay is encouraging international peace and democracy 
forces. On the other hand, the increasing economic and political internal instabilities 
in NATO countries, which follow tension- and war-provoking policies, restrict the 
possibilities of their following these policies for long. 


All this increases, on the one hand, the chances for the cornered U.S. Administration 
to engage in crazy moves like a nuclear adventure. On the other hand, it increases the 
possibilities to tie the hands of these nuclear maniacs. The primary condition for 
preserving world peace consists in further enhancing the struggle toward this end. 
Compared to several other countries, this is much more essential and vital for Turkey, 
because Turkey is NATO's most docile country and lacks resistance, is most dependent 
on the United States, and has the most unstable economic and political situation. 
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As in its attitude at the European security and disarmament conference in Stockholm and 
the Balkan conference in Athens, the Ozal government is demonstrating that it is the 
spokesman for U.S. interests rather than for Turkey's national security interests. 
While several small and medium nonaligned West European countries, as well as certain 
NATO countries, adopted a constructive attitude at the Stockholm conference to pave the 
way for taking real mutually secure measures, ensuring security in Europe, and starting 
disarmament, Turkey is [words indistinct] of the United States. It is supporting U.S. 
proposals that undermine and delay the conference and increase tension. While Creece — 
also a NATO country — shares with other Balkan countries the goal to denuclearize the 
Balkans at the Balkan conference, Turkey obstructs the positive conclusion of the 
conference by claiming NATO's interests. 


We Communists believe that membership in NATO is not compatible with our country's 
security interests, and that from the beginning NATO has greatly damaged our people. 
Although they are opposed to the U.S. policy of tension and confrontation, certain 
forces in our country still favor Turkey's continued membership within NATO. Of course, 
we do not consider these views valid. However, if these forces wish to be consistent 
among themselves, must they not at least advocate a policy in favor of peace and 
detente like Greece? 


The TCP considers the move to establish a so-called independent state named the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus in north Cyprus as a step toward the final division of the 
island. This step has further undermined the solution of the Cyprus problem and further 
exacerbated regional tension. Ankara undertook this step after secret collaboration 
with Washington, and now preparations are under way to build a new U.S. base in north 
Cyprus. 


Currently, certain patriotic and peace-loving forces unfortunately entertain feelings of 
animosity toward Greece. It is necessary to rid oneself of this and clearly see the 
real enemy and its plans. The Greek people are now displaying a strong resistance 
against U.S. imperialism. Our people, in turn, have been condemned to silence in the 
face of increasing U.S. hegemony. Those who condemn our people to this silence now 
move, for example, to annex Cyprus. It is not our national interests that are being 
protected. On the contrary, it is only the United States; and its few collaborators’ 
interests which are defended and protected by the junta generals and former British 
agent smuggler Denktas. What they are doing in Cyprus is actually putting the 
national interests up for sale. Struggling to invalidate the secessionist move in 
Cyprus is tantamount to struggling to foil the aggressive plans of U.S. imperialists. 


Our party is opposed to the initiatives to revive the Regional Cooperation for 
Development which failed between Iran and Pakistan. Such a pact would merely serve as 
the Trojan horse of the United States in the region, and most important, it would 
surely fulfill a function connected with U.S. military plans. 


Regardless of its views under different conditions, today every force that is even 
somewhat aware of the dangerous international steps taken by the U.S. Administration 
must wage a struggle to ensure that Turkey adopt a constructive attitude for the 
security of Europe, the Balkans, and our region. The TCP evaluates the ****smen in 
our country, the other political forces, and each and every politician <« .. ag to 
the concrete stand they adopt on the subject of peace or war in the face c! tne 

U.S. Administration's aggressive policy. Our people must do the same, because it is 
a matter of life or death. Parties and politicans who do not oppose U.S. plans for 
Turkey and who do not exert efforts to ensure an independent foreign policy toward 
Turkey's peaceful coexistence with its neighbors, and those who remain silent in the 
face of this most vital issue or who do not defend the people's right to live, cannot 
and gust not be expected to protect the people's economic or political rights in a 
consistent manner. 
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Regardless of their views and stands on all other issues, the TCP will support 
every political force that will advocate peace, peaceful coexistence, and detente, 
and that will oppose U.S. plans for Turkey. 


The Fascist Regime Is in Difficulty 


Dear comrades, there has not been a (?basic) difference in our country's regime following 
the 6 November elections from the viewpoint of our working class and other toilers. 

At @ time when reactionaries are spreading lies about a transition to democracy, and 
even among the ranks of leftist forces there are voices claiming that fascism is relaxing 
or a period of transition is under way, it is very important to explain this with all its 
(word indistinct] to the workers. First of all, the positions of U.S. imperialism -- 
which constitutes the main support for the dependent capitalism in Turkey -- over the 
political power in our country have not weakened in any way following 6 November. On the 
contrary, the new government pursues a poli.y that further strengthens U.S. imperialists, 
economic and political positions in Turkey. The clasc foundation of this government 

is not any different from the class foundation of the previous government. It is the 
government of the collaborationist oligarchy. Moreover, this government is mre 
directly controlled by the collaborationist monopolies. Dictator Evren and the top 
silitary leadership have not lost their decisive positions over the political leadership. 
The current constitution grants real authority on all key issues to them, rather 

than to government or the parliament . Furthermore, the Motherland Party [ANAP] is not 
opposed to the fascist Constitution and its institution, or the political authority 

of the generals. it has always been imperialism and the collaborationist oligarchy 

that determines the end result. They are the ones who have organized and presented 

ANAP. The working class and the other toilers have not been able to regain even one 

of their lost rights. Contrary to the atmosphere that is being portrayed, the 

oppression and terror over the people has not diminshed. The regime will again appear 

in its true light facing any protest action that exceeds the limits of the fascist 

lavs. 


Neverthelss, all this does not mean that nothing has changed for our working class 

and the other demcratic forces after the 6 November elections. It is very significant 
that the National Democracy Party [NDP], and therfore the junta generals, suffered a severe 
defeat in the elections. By not voting for the NDP, the crushing majority of our people 
showed their general opposition to fascist oppression and terror, and the junta's 
measures for 3 years. The fascist cadres, the fascist ideology, crass ant icommunisn 
and anti-Sovietiss, and opposition to detente suffered a political defeat. The fascist 
chief of the NDP, Sunalp, who had hoped to win the elections relying on the junta, 

now has to admit that he lost the elections because he appeared close to the junta. 
This is an interesting indication of the dimensions of the blow suffered by fascism. 
The results of the elections have clearly demonstrated the people's desire 

for democracy and change. This situation further encourages the working class and all 
the democratic forces. It increases the possibilities for the working class 

to expand and deepen the struggle for democracy. It forces the collaborationist 
oligarchy to engage in more demagogy on the subject of democracy. Following the 
election defeat suffered by the NDP, now for a while subtle tactics will be used 
rather than crass anti-Sovietism and anticommunism. We must take this into account 

in our ideological struggle. Imperialists and the collaborationist bourgeoisie opted 
for the 6 November elections because they realized that it is impossible to 

perpetuate their sovereighty through open fascist dictatorship and in a bid to accord 
a civilian appearance to the fascist regime. At first glance, they seem to have 
attained their goal. They have even succeeded in establishing, rather than an 
insignificant civilian government, a close-knit government that has been able to portray 
itself as different from the junta regime which is despised by the people. 








END OF 
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